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glory of thy Namel de- 
icate and conlecrate 
all that I have, and do, 
and think, and ſpeak, 
and am, and ; in parti- 
cular this Treatife, be- 
ſeeching thee to give me 
- gifts and ſtrength, and 


wiſdome , opporrunity, 


and a heart to ſerve } 
3 Þ thee, 


that L may nor 


- be. as 4ibroken; veſlell: 


EA i beſeech chee; if | 
| ſervant hath found. 


* favour in thy. {1 1ght, 


_ grant 


Bleſſed God,unto "_ 


oy -# 


% * 


prant that. whenloever 
any-one ſhall cead. his 
Treatiſe, thou wilt, fer 
in with... {ach ',ovet- 
{powring workings of 
thy holy. Se1RIT, 
J that what they read 


may not be as a dead 


Fletter unto them , but 
| that Thou wilt fo pre- 


I vaile with their hearts : 
| when they ſhall read” 
it, that they may both 
Lunderſtand and practiſe * 
the things that belong "3 


Ito their peace. 
Grant 


b, 4. 
+ 2 
x 


at 


= . 2 ” x5 in i. S , 
-A S -[ ' - | 9 
b A 4 - #4 
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: 


Genar reds”, /ra0 
more, for his fake in 


whot "thou art well | 
pleaſed. Amen. | 


To the Famous 


| UNIVERSITIES © 
of this Land, 


1 Grace, Mercy, Peace and * 
Truth be multiplyed. . 


En, Brethren, "Y 
: Fathers, when 7 


conſider that alt 
men generally #7 
Nature, and Uns- 


| verſities by deſigne degrr 4 44 
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® endeauonr. to Know , and yet 
* generally all live croſſe to F 
principle when they come to 
att in the matters of God, 1 
cannot but be aſtoniſhed for 
K though the knowleds of him be 
= demonſtrably the moſt excel--\ 
F lent, yet, as the Apoſtle obſer- F; 
wveth, they like not. to retain | 
God in their knowledg, Rom. Þ 
I.28, Arationall Tratt of | 
Inſetts, or any. ſuch thing, i | 
” boueht., and read, and ftudi- Q/ 
ed, admired and commended, * 
- Book which men are rather a- | 
” ſhamed not to have, then de- ? 
lizht to read and underfiand.. |: 
Now the great miſchief of do- | 


tie upon the knowledg of the | 


Crea- 


 _ Dedicatotry. 
Creature, and deſpiſing-the 
'o Mknowledee of the Creator, is, 
I Rthat as they did reprobate the 
knowledge of God,” ſa Goddid 

erve them up t0'4 reprobate 
ſenſe, as the Apoſtle Feat 
Jin the following words. . Whey 


1 fore, ſence the inſatiable" te-: 
:ij ire of knowledge and anſans , > 


1 ified learning is a ſnart, 
* 3 though it be looked upon as 4 
 Fharmlefſe' and an'  inuhcenti 
, $thine;: and in that reſpetFthe * 
 & more dangerous, I ſhall-efave. > 
$ leave to give ſome Chriſtian: 
| aduiſeforfind,. > fas 
| Adv. IGet holoweſs before 
_ you get learning: © for, 3% 
I. Except you be holy.your" 
learning it ſelf is defiled and 
defileth, A ak; 


Fhe Epittle 
' 2+..14 puffs up, It builds not 
4Þ. 
SF Fam gouſt never think by 
Learuing vn{auttficd to learn 
" the thiwgs of ' God. 1 Corin. 
2.14. Nar will the Socins- | 
ans diffinidivn ſerve, that it is Y: 
meant" of. catnall debanched 
mea," for tt 5s that edu Or, but Þ 
youat. | 2 
% If it were 0 binderer it 
merafurbetter, hut it ir amat- | 


0; ormihianis 10.5. 
Thiwlds frang holds and Syl- 
| lagiſorr aqainit Goſpel _ 


: 
- + 


Dedicatory. : | 
1nd accomnts the knowleage of * 
Chriſt © an... thlafer ate thine. 
ardonmme if £ acfare fo know 
nothing among you 3) 0g 
brift, and him cracifiea. FA I 
deſpiſe 1 


;. M1 wrote to thoſe that 
s Y Learning, 1 foenld in that 
- ſhem_ them many" great 
L1dU entages buntane Lt arneng 
ZE 7rves one, if [anttified, and 
J hat one might 4s well nat make 
# ſe of Bitches as not of Lear- 
© ning 128 the ſervice of Gow 
2 yet fame 1 mrate to _—_ 
J zreat buſineſſe is to get kwans. > 
7 lede., £ aſt fay of that a5 itis > 
| | ſai. of 'Riabes , If buangne:: 
, Learwmy inert aſe , fet . not. - 

your bearts upon it, And. 
thangh far 4 man to be holy #6: ©" 
& 4 "A þ- 


P” Trtpllle | 
no hinderance but rather a fur 
therance ' to hims. in the get: 
ting” of learning ; "yet to be 
learned is a ereat hinderance 
to the getting of holintſſe, 
that is, if he be firſt lear- 

ned before holy. 

5. Except you have holj-Y. 
neſſe , you will be ſubjett to® 

= run out to the wild and: un- i 
| - gd) ſtudzes of Jacob Bo- | 
= e, Aſtrology, 8&0. for"; 


ww "ts: grace © that- direits the | 
6 Cchoyce and moderates the uſe of 7 
» ſtuaqjes. l 
6. That of our Saviour * 
carryes-all before it, Matth; * 
6.33. Seck ye firſt the King- | 
dome of God, and his righ- | 
teouſnefle ,, and all theſe 


a. | 
things 


" SE.PS 


Dedicatory. 3 
&r.tbings' ſhall'be added. unto <3 
ret:fyou:" | But.alas | how unpro: 
-beportionable and unſutable are 
wcerhe lives of Chriſtians to the 
ſe, rule of Chrift, and bow. few 
tr. Mdor acconbt it their fe to 

be Chriſtians? But I have 
;.. fl [poken of that in the following _ 
to © Treatiſe. Y. 
4 2, P 
- & I. Advice. Take beed of 
+ making an idol of humane 
& © Reaſon : and that you do when 
f © your make God and all his 
3 Truths do homaet to it ;" when 
you. ſet Reaſon in the Throne, 
and bring Chriſt & his Truths 
s to the Barr, to be judged by -*: 
f it..'' To jhew the vanity of 
this, Conſider, > 
A 3 1.How 


The EpiMie 
1. How much Reaſgu is 
pozted inthe works af Nature, 
& Reaſon calleth them, 
mo aith wy. _ os 


th Ap 1 Hſom Te 
cocvery rip its own non 
> nerd Can any Pbileſs- 
er tell me what it is to See,” or 

- Hear, and what thoſe Spe- 
- rrex are they 7 Jpeat of : Nay, 
in-the Mathematicks, where 
| , Reaſos ſits in her Throne, yet | 
gwen there are not onelymany | 


* . Problems which it cannot do, 


= alſo many Theorems which 
 rontradict known Principles : 
Z That wee ſhould pa £5 s- from one 
© Extreme -t10 another. without 
24 ng by the mip, i cOntrd- 
f) 


ry to. Proncipte ger © 

i meceſſary to be ſo, us by this * 

Di ſhall appear. A + 
mathe an Angle 


aw Angle 


bigger then « riehs Abele; g ; | 
bot never equall, as f ba” - 
is leſſe the® 4 


w 


- - ——_ ”A ig * 
'Y ©S ov 
= F-L1T FLFLLEC 


" requallto a right Angle, it is 
” equal to f bd : = away 

b a, which & common to 
both ; therefore a b d aud 
fbg arecequall : but a b d 
#. leſſe..then f b g.- Euclid. 
lib. 4. prop. 16. There is 
* . appther. /doubt that . uo 5kill 
L- that] bary in the Mathema- 
- ticks cam-refolve, viz; That 
* *@\whrel of one inch the Se-, 
(. apidianeter , ſhould meaſure 
- hue yards, or any other di- 
_ſrange in em revolution: Let 
there be: three- wheels fixed to 
+ the ſame axs, the middlemoſt 
antnch ſemidiameter, the two 
- extrtae -wheeles each three 
: 14ras. the Diameter , let: the - 
* anutddle wheel run upon a ta- 
p.. ble, 


E 
4 


WEL a. &. i. oo © 


\ - 
5 


ble,and the two extreme wheels % 

upon the grownd : now it: ts 
certain the middle wheel ſlides 
not, nor ſtands ſtill when the 
others move, andyet it makes 
as long aline in its revolution 
as the others do. 

2. Some things.cven in the 
very wiſdome of men would ..-. 
ſeem tobe very folly, if fo * 
be the reaſon f their actions | 
were not diſcovered to-us,.'F *} 
am confident... that Sentence 
of Solomon concerning the 
two women would ſeen /ralh Fi 
cruell, aud #njuſt, if ' OMe: Ma : 
gone... away (0 ſ00n 45: #1 
that: Sentence had been. prits 
nownced.: for were it not weny 


cawell and unjuſt to deprivg | 
: A of 4, 


44 


S] 


\ TheEpiltle | 


= 2 mother of her child ? an 
Infant of its life, for no de- 


- - for wonld notthe living child 
 - be dead whenit was divided 
 mohalf: and[oeach mother 
would have but two hatfs of 
two dead Children in ſtead of 
one baving one whole dygd 
child, And it would have 
required no leſſe thes So- 
lomons mwiſedome to finde 
' ont the veaſon of-that ſentence, 
Fad it was one pert of. #t to 
ge ſuch a fentence that 
 micht leaſt ſeem to do what 
. . he intended, leſt the mother 
that pretended the living 
Childe diſcovey ny 


1 # wr give 1 "as un a 


fawlt of either + and fooliſh. f 


Dedicatory, *® 
that ſhould not diſcover what © 
Solombn intended to manj- 
feſt: So ſome of the wayts 
God, the reaſons" of "th 
are paſt finding ont, exeeps | 
by the ſame w:ſdome that + 
commrryed them; nay it may 
be, God: doth ſome things on 
purpoſe to deceive humane #ea- 
ſon, and that ſome of therea- 
ſons of his = aye ſo # we 4 
wiſdome, that" were" rhey-wes 


vealed; weiwere nv more" ablt 
Fo underſtand them", _ #:- 
child of thyte yeer's oh, conl# 
wder land ſome propoſirions 
n Enclid ; Viet; Cars * 
ts Apolonius , or Arthi# | 
&, 44M ©; 
"3. Ir ſeems vhat Cod hath: 


fo \ } 
<0 


mAb ME. oc * A" "7" 8 


" Thetpilile 


ſo. ordered. matters, that  ex- 
cept we love him and tus truths 
there foal be ſuch objettions, 
that the wit of man can never 
anſwer. I ſhall give you an 
inſtance. of this Ph in the 
ſpeculative. and pratticall part 
of Religion, Deuter. 13, ver. 
L,2, 3. Tf wee might diſcover 
the deceit of that Prophet by 
. humane. reaſon gr wiſdome, 
without the love of God. be- 

ing in us, bow could it prove 

whether wee. did love GOD 
& 0, if wee could finde » out 

, the fallacy of that deceit 
withoat lave:.- 2. In the 2 

| of 'Theſlal. 2. 10, 1. God 
© * will ſend ſtrong deluſions, 
* that thoſe which love not the 
- truth, 


E: - a5 FX 4» - : 
Pr” IX; Te Lo 
- Eo i 0 


ſhall not be. able to know it", 
forrf ſo be it were ſaid" th 

ſhould profeſſe lyes , it might 
be," that they knew the truth 
though they profeſſed the con- 
trary bus it 1s ſad 0 they 
beleeved lyes, Our Saviour 
gives this reaſon " hee 
would manifeſt himſelfe to 


his Diſciples, and not to the 


world, y1z. becauſe the world + 


did not lovehim , John 14 
22,22. For none will unboſone 
himſelfe ' unto an Enemy.:, 


nor mayſt thou think to maſter * * 
God by thy Learning and 


know him whether he wall ar” 


no-; for God muſt. mani 


himſelfe , or elſe thaw © 
canſt 


mth, be they-never fo learned, g 


__ The Epiftle 
eanſt never know him, and 
he will not manifeſt himſelf 
#0 thee, except thow love him, 
thengh thou beeſt never ſo lety- 
ned or great 4 Politician, Mat. 
Ii. 25. For you mn under- 
fond, it is not a ſpeculative 
knowledge, but a knowledge of 
dyuaibrance. So inthat ſenſe is 
that ſaying of our Savionr ve- 
© rified, Matth.7.23: Andthis 
knowledge of God is not got 
Bp but rayer and 
Ry: Ws or ber 
Communion with God, and the 
s of God the Saints, but 
ectally with Chriſt the Son 
God © wie he 's the ts- 
Bf of God the Fu- 
, &e, &, we be  ac- 
quainted 


d quainted with a man whether 


1 


+ 8 , W r By 
catory. 


he will 6x no ? nor can we 
be throaghly acquainted with 
4 wiſe bot mar, that is, "we | 
cannot know his wiſdonie avid © 

holineſſe without much obſer- 
ving and pondering his words 
and actions: . nor can we much 
8þ ſerve and tre acquainted | 
with any with: whom wee © 


do mot dwell and 1 ave pri- 


wvate Conference. Thou mayſt. 
know God to - diſcourſe of 
him, and te write. learnid 
tracts ,, yet if then - art wat 


acquainted with Ged _—_ 
1 ' rhe Laſt day Gad mill net hnow 


thee + : \\ Therefore beets > 
with God, and to that purpaſe, 
1- baog one humble and care 


A 

ks 

; | 
by 


weſt requeſt to you, though 


I need not be wery ear- 
neſt to obtaine- ſo ſmall 
one, it is, that you would 
ſpend an hour every day 
in prayer, meditation , and 
ſearching out the inward ſpi- 
rituall corruptions of your 
owne beart , and-an imparti- 
all examining what intereſt 
you have in Chriſt, and ſuch 
like (pirituall exerciſes , do 
wot y0u {ay, How can you prove 
wee 9 bound to bead one 
hour every day ? For 1. Sup- 
Poſe God , when you 'goe 
ro:5frayers, ſhould anſwer 
you=:ſp; How can you prove 
that <1" am bound to give 
you. ſuch' & * mercy * ? 

Thou 


”  Diticatoty, © 
eh | Thos mayſt calrſe God t0':carry © 

17 - Taupe froward' by this I 
all  froward -anſwer.,  for»1t is 
i ſaid, With che froward he 
ay {will hew frowardnefſe;':: 24 
d | How wilt: thow ſpend. eterni- 
'- Uty in the admirings ,  adore- 
r | ings and prayſings of God,if an 
= | hour ſpent ſo, is now ;ſo-1rk-: 
ſome to thee © how: ſhall i 
} 


— 
% 
" 01 
: 
— 
+ 
4 = 


then be thine Heaven, if 'it be 
now thine hell *.. 2, Is it 
4 friendly anſwer f Tf. a 
friend ſhould come to deſire 8 
courteſie of you, do you fo an: 
ſwer him ? how can youprove 
that I am bound todo it © 

Conſider, This us the queſtion 
of a ſlaves ask ; What muſt 1 
do ?. but the queſtion of" 's 
friend 


© friend and a child is, What | 
” may 1 dpeto 'plaaſemy Father 
or my. friend *: 5, Keepe 
this wail. rhe Warkd 
or the Fleſh come unto thee \ | 
giverbs alfwer tothoſe thine | 
enemics,. and wot to thy God. || 
6. Doi then ftand ont ? Shatl | 
the great end holy God be vea- | 
ty and willing 10" meet thee, ® 
and h ave communion with thee 
as often and ws lony 4s thou 

_ Pleaſe #, and ſhelt thou refuſe? 

Ti fhonld be his pure, one would | 
think, to b:hard ro be intreas- | 
ted, mot thine ': Shall he ac- | 
count it hw riches to beſtow 
wercies on thee, and thou ac- 
Cony# it thy trouble to receive 
them ? *, Dobut doe that 

which 


| I. 6. 


| Wo * 0g we 


; whrech thoa art bound to ao ; 


Dadicatory: 4 


viz. ' Lovt God with all thy 


ſoul, with all thy minde, and 


with all t renvth . and then 
#hon wed Hci int , Why fo 


mich ?.: but, 0) av wore ? 


| And indeed, when once thee 
| hait found the ſwectneſſe audl 


3 profit, thi thy ſelf wilt not 
s ontly continue, but increaſe 


; theſe holy denies: and that is 


the reaſon why 1 propoſe ws 
more time, Fecanſe. I ſuppoſe 


" this brine” iritually ſpent”, 


"| morewill follow of it wp a- 


vid wiſheth us to tafte and ſee 
how gracious the Lord is, not 
becauſe he would not haviite- 
feed'on him, but becauſe if wee _ 
onct'raftc how good he 7s, oor 


% 
. 
= > 
” 


The Epiltle: 
Juppoſerh it needleſs t6-wiſh ws, 
ty feed on: him.” 8..1f thy 
freend.. comes' to... viſut-thee, 
thou wilt. afford him. an hour 
aith thanks: bioomes:in his 
own name, bur 1 come unto thee! 
in my fathers, defiring thee to 
afford God as much; i7 thou dei 
* meſt, that ſaying of our. Savi-| 
our belongs wnto thee, John 5, 
43, Iam come in my Fathers 
name, and ye receive me not; 
if another come -in- his owne 
name. , | him ye will -re- 
ccive, 

 Toconclude, 1 deſire to [peak 
one word more as to humane 
Learning, which -F account 
of ſin «4 uſe for the under- 
undue of the word of God, 


and 


+ ited 6. i a 


Dedicarory. 


ww, 


"Band huve doted on it 4s 
by wch " 4s an) , and love it & 
$611," a5 much as T dare, for 

ur 


acconnt = - of it 
angerons, the uſe of it we- 
\ ,. > Ia ; Lf could 
ſet down how far T have gone 
;n it with the ſame«-ſpirit that 
aint Paul doth ſet down; 
(Phil. 2. ) his excellencies tn 
egall priviledges and righte- 
wſneſſe, I would 5'\b8r T' ab> 
Bonn it ſafer ifor 'me to be 
hought wholly 1gnorant, then 
oo, venture prideng my ſelf 
of - that '\ ſmall: knowledge 
I have + yet © thus much \T'\. * 
conceive of humane "Learo 
#ine, that beſides the incer- 
tainty of it, there are many 
in- 


The Epifile 


ANCORUCneNces. incident to 
zt. 2. Our thevehts = 


wholly, token. 5p.cmith '\ 

 Whem wee are fladying. 6 Is it; 
which are "not neceſſarily (o 
iu. other emwpl aywents ; for one 
may buy., . and ſell, . axd_ yet 
have wwe mindes often uyou 
G @-D., even.in the; wery 


7 2c S: theſe a 


7 kg, mah roy 


wheres 
Tha he R—_— 


hurdles Hi, G 


—= 
— I ns ' os. = 
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Dedicatory. 
to auted by ther: : Thoſe who 
"0 mos wy i Thbſonb 
nd Scheele Dre nity," they 
ake Reaſon the 
0 try even Goſpell truths by ; 
yet I doe much ecfteem - of 
heſe  Eeyptian © Fewells , 
0 wee. make i not an Idoll 
of them, and fall downe and 
worſhip them. And laſt- 
ly, 1 finde' it bots i thing 
to deny humane Learning 'z 
to get it. Moſes is much to © 
- admired, who being brought © 

. all the Learning of 

ns, yet prea-- 

\ hed | 7p froneh of yo mi 

ſee in Demeronomy 
_ who preache 

ry Plaine cha his Ie: 

ries - + 


The Epiſtle 

- ries. objetted it againſt him 
Conſider what is ſaid, ani 
ther. Lord give you'wnder 
ſandingin all things, 


Your Servant 


e 
| 


| 


THOMAS WHITE. 
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= 2 A Direflory to 

7 . feſt; that thouſands that honour] 
themſelves with- the name of 

- Chriſtians,  diſhonour God, and 
by their works deny their very 
hame ;z for if the leaſt injury be 

” ori either in'word or 

, though in paſſion, how 

- ro, ſamngqnd rage, like the 

* troubled Sea, whilet they are re- 
4 rengedof the i injury ? But our| 

® Savioute bere' doth: abundantly 
Condemy, and give. rules tothe 

> *frota ng A 

ſhall ſerve bob For 

Udi of the point, and 

a6 og, 7 thegs: 


Ja - 
» ſa, 
Ex Fy ye Ev P wh i hs pri "3.4 . ©. 
I, + Fe At 
*£ 2 Wes the © £% - 
at "A : 
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C briſtian Perfettion. 3 
r Feure where we are commanded 
f Eco hate our enemy ; and there are 
d three things wherein their gloſſe 
y Mis faulty. 
ef Firſtis, that they reſtrain the 
rf word N eig hbogr, co One of their 
r & own kindred or nation,which our 
Saviour fully confutes in the 
tenth of Luke, in the parable of 
i the good Samaritan. Bs 

F CPE they leave out,as thy 

el Os ; \# IO} I 
- Thirdly,they put in, thou frills © ©: 
bate thine enemy; whetess there's © - 
nothing in the ſcripure for it,but+ > 
many places againſt it: Zxo#) 23 © 
ver: 4,5. If thou. meeteft"thint thts) © © 
mies Ox or his Aſs going 'ftiays) 2 
thou foxlt ſnrbly bring it backs to 
him as. felon foe the" Aſſe 
him that bateth thee lying unden 
his burllen and wouldeſt forbiu'sw 
help hint, thox foalt ſnrely help  _ 
B 2 with © 


F* 1 
_ r* 


4 A Direftory to 
with him, . And whereas ſome 
fay it was to be meant of an 1/ra- 
elite, if he be an enemy, but not 
of thoſe of other Nations, but 
that they might hate them ; the 
contrary is evident, Dext.10.v.19. 
Love ye therfore the ſtrangers, for 
gee Were ſtrangers in the land of 
Egypt. 
Uſe. The ufe of this is, That e- 
very one ſhould read the Word 
f God, for if he only hears the 
Word,and ſearches not theScrip- 
-” ture,heſhalhearthatmany thi 
, are ſaid in the Word of God, 
which are no where there to be 
found;but divers times the cleane 
contrary. 
Args. So the firſt argument a- 
inſt revengeis, that from the 
Alpha, & beginning of Geneſss,to 
the Omega andAmen of the Reve- 
F pany: Uh is not one ſyllable to 
War- 


(hriſtian PerfeRion. 3 © 
warrant us in ſuch praiſes, but *® 
they are diametrically oppoſite 
tothe doctrine of the Goſpel, as 
you have it in the next verſe; Bat 
I ſay unto you:as if Chriſt ſhould 
ſay, Whatſoever thoughts your - 
own corruption ſuggeſts unto 
you, or whatſoever men ſhal ſay 
unto you,it matters not, they are 
likely enough to blow the leaſt 
ſparke of contention into a flame; 
they haply wil tel you,that if you 
bear one injury you invite ano- 
ther. But 1 ſay unto you, Love your® 
enemies, beſides,there is an Em- 
phaſss in the words, / and yox; for 
it hath the ſame force to move us 
to love our enemies, Mat.11.33. 
He that hath loved us, and gave 
himſelf for us when we were his + 
enemies, may he not juſtly ex- 
' ſpe&t and command from us 

that we ſhould love our enemies? ' 
B 3 that .. 


6 A Diretbory to 
that we ſhould forgive an hun- 
dred pence when he commands 
us ſo to do,that hath forgiven us 
ten thouſand talents. But to the 
further expoſition of the follow- 
ing words, we are to love our e- 
= . nemies,be they never ſo many we 
'. muſt lovethem all, and be they 
never ſo much ones enemies, for 
» here isnolimitation put either in 
= reſpec of their number or enmi- 
ty,orin reſpeR of our love ; it is 
& not ſaid how much we ſhould 
EF *"love them, to ſhew that wee 
ſhould love them without mea- 
ſure. 

Reaſ.Now the reaſon why /ove 
your enemies is put firſt, is becauſe 
that this muſt have an influence 
upon all the reſt; we muſt {bleſs 
them that curſe us, do good to 
= themthat hate us, upon this very 
»- ground, and from this ow 

_ pie, 


be - 

i” 
Mg —_ 
- 


= 


ple, becauſe wee love "ah 
But if our enemies curſe us,” © 
then we are not to content 
ſelves wirh a bare inward love/to, 
them, but we muſt ſhew ourtove 
by our outward expreſſions; anQ”. 
425 our enemies encreafe in'the- 
manifeſtations of their enmity,ſo: 
we muſt encreaſe in the manif&* - 
ſtations of our-love,and we muſt 
not only not curſe again,or be {+ 
lent,and neither bleſſe nor curſe, 
bur we muſt bleſs them that ws he 
us: noris it ſet down how mich 
how often, not when we 1ſt ; 
bleſs, that we might put no li 
mits to our bleſſing in Rus. 
theſe reſpeQs : and as beforeiti® 
Frewaee concerningour e | 
be they never ſo many, and n& 
ver ſo much our enemies, we 
ought to love them ; for the 
ſame obſervations may runne\. - 
B 4 thorow » 4 


8 A Direftory to 
: © thorowallthe reſt of the bran 
. '» Ches of this precept; nor doth out 
Saviour-wiſh us to reprove thoſe oct 
-- - that curſe us, but to bleſeſrix 
+ them = |: 
Firſt, Becauſe reproofs at ſuch © M! 
© © atimeare very unſeaſonable; for Il 10 
doubtleſſe there is a time to re- I "1 
| Prove. : | fc 
| Secondly, Generally becauſe | © 
reproofs at ſuch times when peo- || Þ 
ple are curſing of us, are a kind 
of revenge taken of them, eſpe- 
» tial y, if it be before others; for 

" Wee lay open their ſhame. 

* = Thirdly, Becauſe this is the 
- mildeſt, the ſecreteſt, and loving- 
eſt way of reproofe ; for 1 re- 
member,the rule is given,that one 
Id'not,if one hears one ſpeak 
aword of Latine wrong, tell him 
| that be pronounces it not as it 
= "ſhould be pronounced, much leſle 
PS | £0 


—_—_ 


man, but ſpeedily to take ſome 
occalion to ſpeake that word 
right ; ſo here, if thine enemy 
ſpeak falſe Chriſtian language thy 
mildeſt way to ſhew him his er- 


rour, is by ſpeaking thoſe words'- 7 


right which he hath ſpoke wrong; 
for by thy bleſſing him, thou do- 
eſt ina milde manner ſhew that 
he ſhould have bleſſed thee. 


«5: many are willing to give good 
words, but they will not do. any 
good deeds to their enemies, th 
will ſerve God of. that which 
coſt them nought ; butinthe O- 
riginall it is not, Do good to thent 
that hate you, but do well ; wg 
ſhew us that if we do our enemy, 
So0d, yet if wedoitina churli 


and ſcornfull manner, we do not. 
ob- 


to' tel] him that he is an Ignorant 


—— 
%- .Y 
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« 
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The next branch is, that wee? 
ſhould do geod to them that hate © 
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obſerve his commandment : But 
if thine enemy ſhall have blocked 
up this way, becauſe he fcorne 
to receive, or by reaſon of his 


4 perſecution hath diſabled thee to 


ow any temporall courteſie 

upon him, then tike another 
way, and doe him that courtefie 
which he cannot rejet ; for 
though one cannot give a man 

- *money who will not receive it, 
- yet one may pray,and ones pray- 
. ers may be powerfull to do. our 


= * enemies good whether they will 


or no ; {6 that thou canſt never be 
ſ impoverifl'd by perſecution, 


Sor thou art Wortha prayer ; nor 


"thine enemy can hardly be ſo ob- 
Kinate, bur thy prayers may fa- 


4 ſen bleſſings on him : doe-thine 


28. thou 


enemy as much 
canſt, & what thou canſtnot do, 


J deficeGod to do for him, It fob 


lowes 


<A 


4% "oo kw wow a 2 x2 


rifian Dorf | hon, | 
lowes, T hat Je-way be tbe hits 


of your Father. 

Firſt, it is not meant as ifwe, 
could loye our enemies before we 
were Gods children, or that this © 
is the way to get adoption or- re- 
generation ; for he calls: God © © 
their Father when he wiſhes them 
todo thus, that they may be; his 
children ; therefore the Meaning 
may be thus : Firſt, that AG nes | 
de,zdeſt, that you' ma be knowl: 75 
to be both to-your N hs. 4 
thers; 'as itis ſaid. Fe ate juſtia 
fied by Works, 5d eſt, our ju fi 
cation is knowne to our felves © 
and others by works ; or ſo that > 
you may be children, is meant, * 
ior wn Coda We: '2r6 the - | 
children 0 faoays 
ſanRification ; in reſpeR of ane: 
Qifiegtion we may have-the + 
wage of Ged renewed more and- 
more. 4 


4 
— Pa 


F , moreinus, and fo in a qualified W the 
* ſenſe may be ſaid more to beWthi 
Gods children;& in that ſenſe we I tht 
© mayattain to be more the 'chil- 
# dren of God,zdef,more like him. 
» "Secondly, None can be the chil- 


. dren ofGod unleſs they love their I pe 
.* enemies. fo 
+: . Thirdly , "That - every one Ir! 

- ſhould ſtrive both to. be, andto iN 
| know himſelfe to be the child of I t: 
. . God. a 
& ©Fourthly,That no man by na- I £ 
”- tureis thechild-of God, finceno || £ 
mani by nature can or, does love ||| * 

his enemy,as it follows,which is in | | 

” { 


- _ Firſt, We can never love our e- 
' nemices,ſo long as we are no more 
then the children of our earthly 
# , Secondly, That itis an heavenly 
-- thing to love ones enemies, and 
B9TO if there- 


-, 
: Oo 


*y, 


liſh 
& thing to hate ones friends , 'and 
e Þl therfore to hate Gods people. © 
1. Becauſe they Are our friends. 
2. They are heavenly. | 
3- This is the firſt motive to 
perſwade to love, &c.- And asf 
follows; for he makes his Sun to a- 
re. 

Firſt, This is that ſecond motive 
to the duty,id ef,Gods Example; 
and it ſtands thus; If God whois 
greater then you, - does beſtow 
preater bleſſings upon. thoſe «that 
are greater enemies, and between 
whom and him there is a- greater. 
diſtance,how much more ſhould 
you love,8&c ? by 
. Secondly, The Sun doth not arife 
of it ſelfe, that knows not- what 


it does, nor is it of neceſlity that” 


the Sun ſhould ariſe ; of neceſfi- 


ty, it is in reſpec of the Sun, not” "| 


* 
in *-; 
v, 


” 124 4 Direftoryto- 
”. jn reſpeRof God, for he make 
it to ariſe; ſo that the Suncanng 
chooſe bur axiſe,; but God might 
chooſe whether he would make i 
ariſe. | 
Thirdly, 'Theſe common bleſ- 
fings come not by chance,as well 
as not by neceflity; it. is by 
Gods providence that we enjoy 
Fourthly, It ſhews the conti- 
, nuall concurrence and power of 
God with naturall cauſes,it is not 
bkea clock,which when it is once 
wound up, will go of it ſelfe by 
the weight ; but as apen, that 
writes not without the continu- 
#ll guidance of the writer ;- (0 
| did aotatthe firſt create the 
World, Sun, &c.. and fo with- 
out his aRuall concurrence $0 e- 
particular aR evable them 
to 60 it, that the Sumdid not 


5 S512. ariſe 


. 
TH 


my 
j i) 
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tiſe at the firſt moment of its cre» 
noeion more immediately by the 
SMEpower and providence of God, 
e 1iMhen it does now, this advances 
-— Gods goodnefle ; for as one that 
el-F hath fected maintenance upon. an 
ell F Hoſpitall for the poore, it argues 
dy Y not ſo much patience in him, to 
y If fuffer the men there if they abuſe 
him to receive their ſetled fti- 
-  pend, as it does for him dai 
ff to feed them with his own , 
tYF and to put mony into one of 
* | their hands, while the other ws [if- 
'f againſt him. Ws: 
Fifthly, Or may not he make 
it de taken in'this fenſe > that alt 
the creatures of God are enemies 
to. the wicked ; the earth ' wilt 
not bear them , but open ther _ © 
mouth and ſwallow! them; the _ 
fire will not warme them, bue 
conſume them ; the —__ & 


= 


* yp 
\ © 


have we that we have not received? 


” 26 A Divethyyto 

F will not give light unto them, as 
it did once in Egypt, while they 
had light in Goſhen;but God, as 
it were, 7exxente ſole, doth mak 
it ariſe upon the good and the 
bad ; it ſhews the great power of 
God, that cot only the things on 
* earth, but all the creatures in hea- 
yen and earth obey him: he that 
can make the Sunne ariſe , 


us 

what can he not do ? Nehtmiah 
9.6. As it followes ; His Sun to ff o 
ariſe. | ql 
Firſt, 4 fortzors, it is a Motive I} & 
tous todo good to our enemies. || F 
Reaſ.Firſt,Becauſe that which Y x 


we give or beſtow on them in re- 
ſpec of God, we have no rightto, 
weare but his Stewards, and what 


we have the poſſeſſion of al thoſe 
- things we have, but not the diſpo- 
- fingofthem;inreſpeR ofthe poor, 
be. $44, ro 


A 


-& 


Chriftian Perfeton. Wu 
to give them alms is charity, in | 
reſpe& of God it is juſtice. But 

u ſee here the Sun is called hs 
Bw, he hath a ful title to it: if 
hetherefore gives that which is 
his own, andis Lord of, much 
more ſhould we deliver that, of 
which we areonly Stewards,when 
he thar is the Lord commands 
us. 

Secondly, Conſider what he 
gives ; it is his Sun,the greateſt of 
al temporalbleſſingsin the world; 
for we might longer live without 
food or raiment, then without 
the benefit of the Sun ; for with- 
out his heat all things would im- 
mediatly freeze to death : nay, 
not only by giving the wickedt 
benefit of the Sunne, they en- 
10y that heat which is neceſſary, 
for life, but they enjoy the lighr 
of the Sunne, which isa thing of 


Orna- 


F 18 ADvwettoyto 
4 ornament and pleaſure, to mak; 
their life comfortable, Eccle.1 
7. Therefore if God gives the 
wicked things of ornament, much 
more give your enemy bread, 
Romans 12.20. No man not on- 
ly cannot, but doth not offerto 
hy claime tothe Sun : and- as. it 
follows, On. the good and the 
bad; ſome willſay, how can it 
be otherwiſe? for if the Sunne 
ſhines uponthe good, how can 
itbut ſhine. upon the bad alſo, 
lince they arein-one. Kinpdome, 
in one Towne, in one houſe ? 
but God is: not neceſſitated to 
beftow this mercy upon the bad, 
though be beſtowes it upon the 
good ; For'ide fatto, God did 
make it darke in Egypt when it 
was light for three dayes in Go- 
ſhen, though they were of the 
fame Kingdome ; the cloud gave 
Goal] light 


Chriſtian Perfeftion. 19 
WakeFohr ro the 1/+ac/ires. in their 
"T1 March, and at the ſame time was 
darkneſs to the Egyprians, Exod. 
q4 $'4 19.20. Beſides, God can * 
< I ftrike all wicked men with blind- 
"NF nefſe, ſo that the Sunne ſhalf 
to bein reſpeR of his light, as if it 
ty was not to them: and he mighe 
* B firike them with fach a - burning .. 
ty feaver as he threatens, Dewrey. 
CF 28. 22. that for its. heat the 
1 Sunne ſhould be worſe to them, 
'& then if it was not, and thou- 
| fand other wayes known'to the 
Lord. 4 

Secondly,We ſee that by com- 
mon and temporal bleſſings, the 
Sood are not diſtinguiſhed from 
the bad. 

Thirdly, It followes that wic- 
ked and unjuſt men are Gods & 
nemies, and curſe God, hate 
God, perſecute God, and de- 
ſpite- 


4, 
_ 


20 A Direftory to 
deſpitefully uſe him ; or elſe it} 
would not follow from this ex- 
ample of Gods dealing with wic- 
ked men,that we ſhould love our 
enemies, &c. For one might ſay, it 


istrue, God makes his Sun tg 
ſhine upon the bad and unjuſt, 


| ne 

1 bur though indeed they be Gods | (, 

© +,” enemies, FE they do not hate | 6 

© * him, curſe, &c. as mine do | {e. 
- me. 

- Thirdly, That God may be || m 
ſaid co bleſſe, and do good to ff @ 
thoſe that are bad and unjuſt 
Demt. 10. 17. eAtts. 14. 17. And C 
as it followes; He /ſendeth || 
ram. tl 

Firſt,God beſtows not one,but || p 
many bleſſings tpon che wicked, | t| 


he doth not only make the Sun 
to ariſe, but ſends alſo the rain 


upon them ; nay, by beſtowing 
this ſecond bleſlh , he takes on 
[0 


'Y that inconvenience which other- 
| wiſe would follow upon the en- 
joyment of the firſt; nay they do 
help mucually one another; for 
the rain cooles the heat of the 
Sun,and the Sun warms the cook 
neſſe of the raine,, 'and both 
together make the earth fruit- 
full : from hence we may 
learn, 

Firſt, To doe great and 
many benefits to our ene+ 
mies. | 

Secondly,Not to do them ſach 
courteſes that we know wil bring 
miſchiefes upon them; and to do 
them good in one thing, on pur- 
poſe to/ do' them hurt in ano» 


r. 

Thirdly,We ſhould do good to 
thoſe that do not only not thank 
usfor courrefies, bur attribute it 
to others; for God does fo, he 


makes 


. (briffian PerfeAion. 21 | 
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22 A Duwetbory to 
makes his Sunne to ſhine, and 
his raineto fall, not only upon 
thoſe that are ſo bad as not to be 0 
thankful for them, but are GK, 
exceeding unjuſt 25. not T0. ac: 
count God the, Author of them.; 
The obſervations concerning; 
00s making the Sunge to ariſe, Þ..; 
c- Antatis mutandis, may wh i 
Sree to this later part of the wj 
verſe ; .this may alſo be obſeryed, 
that God "doth not only. giveſſ,c 
temporal bleſſings to thoſe Af 
ask-and come for them, but hel; 
ſends his mercies home to thei 
wy yery doors; for the cloudes that 
ar & fepin the Se, $r other ply 


Gy he cauſes lus winds to-carry 
m 


to their habitations. Be: 
\fdes, chismay booblerved, tha 
reaſon wh our Saviour in oa} 

in thee Bleſſings rather 

in gthers, may. be, —— i& 
No 


f 4 3&8 1 -t 


Chriſtian Perfeftion. 23 © 
'Yythe reaſons before, but this 
iſo, that we might never want 
a Motive to our doing good 
» our enemies ; for whether 
| raines, or ſhines, we have 
ther the inſtanceof Gods mas 
ang the Sunne co; ſhine, ox hig 
+Brzin to fall upon. wicked men; 


$it follows, UVpomehe xt and _ 


SA Fry m—_ down hers 
25s contra as if there 
wereſome bad chat were note 
alt,  angſome unjuſt that, 

not bad; nor is it . meant, 
makes his Suagnae to ariſe onthe 
Shad... and, ſends. his raine upon 
REES 
, © upon ſome 
Yked;: and. che other kind: 


r wicked. men, but herbgs | 


& both upenall;,:as before 
'f% 55-N05Mmeerrs wo ſhould-love 
D2 our 


” 24 ADvwuettoyto 
our enemies, but not love thok 
that curſe us; or blefle thoſe thalſ-« 
curſed us, but -not blefle' thoſ}* 
that hate us + but as when Go 
--commands us to bleſſe them tha 
--curſe us, andedoes not ſay, do 
3 good totheni that curſe you, ij - 
© $becauſebleſfing is- direly of 
--- xpoſd to curſing; and fo it i 
- © {More likely to make him that 
2 curſes {et hiserror, becauſe co 
-- traries being placed' one*by: anc 
ther, 'make'each other miore ap 
©, as it is before ſhewn,andJ i 
as it followes ; for if ye love them 
that love you': The former arp! 
ment was from” the example of 
Almighty.God, whom: all! con- 
feſle in; all chings 'ro do © well 
there he brings anargument from 
+ - them whom all condemn, ar 
. - the arpument ſtands thus ;-You 
- AalldelreandexpeRtto be rewar 


"£4 
is 


Chriftian Perfeftion. 25” = 
@ dd for your workes, but none * * 
of you think that the Publicans 
$ ſhall have any reward, therefore 
neither you, if you love them 
J that onely love you, for ſo d6 
g they. 
- Secondly , It-is good -to 
make uſe of that evill opis 
fiion wee - have- of - others; 
a' Motivers our ſelves tobe 
fer. 1% 
Thirdly, That the wicked 
man'may have ſomething good 


4] in him; - bur -' nothing; me IT 
andas-it followes 2? hat vel 
A} pard have 52> Chriſf doth neeſet 


Fit down poſitively,that'they have 
J no reward, bar (74 | of Que 


ſtion ” tht chemetar je 7 a 
if ovicly bis judgment!!*'bfr 
{Y ownie,-- for he appeales- ro 
Fowne - conſciences : 
of ewes the come "Þ WP 'of le. : 
1 C  . nal” 


26 .. A DixeSory to- 
teach, - ſince ſelf-love doth caſt 
fuch a miſt before our eyes when: 
we are to judge of things con- 
cexning. our felves, that except 
the ruth doth ſhine very bright, 

”- _wecannot behold it; it is not 

fajd, whatgieat reward bur what 

'y reward: to ſhew them that they 

> Would be & farre from expeRing 

— everlaſting life, that they can- 
not expet any reward at 


Thirdly, It is not ſaid, what 
reward ſhall yee have, but what 
bave-yeeg to ym that they are 
got-to, expect ſo much as a tem» 
rh reward for loving thei 


gt! -Fourthly., They have tems 


zorall bleſſings as: Motives to: er 
zecrence,.. þut, none x 20 wa: 


Le ores 
- Fd, Whtkedep, 
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Chriſtian Perfetion. 25 
& what reward have you ; for if 
one ſay of your righteouſnes you 
do, Do not the Publicaus the 
fame ? one may ſay of your bleE 
figs, Have not the Publicans the 
ſame ? Do not even the Publ 
cans the farhe ? The Publicans 
were-ſuch as uſed to receive es 
ſtone, eribute-money,  and''6# 
ther caxes; arid were ' men very 
odious to the Jewes, both' for + 
their injuſtice and oppreſſion of 
them, and they were Behetdlly 
Y Heathenfis, -becaufe the Fowes Lid 
abhorre to have aoy hand'in the 
oppreſſing of their own Nati« 
oft; nay', 6ut Saviout joynes * + 
them with Harlors, Sitiners Mea 
Wehens; and if You ſalure' yout 
W brethren onely , the, Wold 

tranſlated /#lvte, fignifies 6 
Wkifſe and enibrace o and ouf 
Saviour doth fignifie by -it -#l# © 

C2 . oltyr 
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28 A Direfory to 
outward expreſliqns of love. 
Secondly,By Brethren is meant 
our near kindred and acquain- 
tance. | 
-.\ Thirdly, this word ozly is to 
bereferred as well to the former 
verſe as to this; and the obſerva» 
tions(mutatis matand;s)uponthat 
may.he applyed to-this. And ſo 
.comet@ the words of the text, 
Je perfett,&c. 
+,Inthe bandling of theſe words, | 
Iſhall ſhew theſe _ 
// Firſt, How we mult be perfe 
as 'ourFather-which is in heaven is 
perfect. 1 
- Secondly, in the preſſing of 
Chriſtian perfection, three things 
I ſhall fer: downe. Firſt, Seve- 
rall- Conſiderations. Second- 
ly, Severall Cautions. | - Third- 


Before 


a th hd "I 
(briftion Perfeftion. 29 © 
* - Before I come to the Expolt. * 
tion of the words, to ſhew how. © 3 
we muſt be perfect as our Father _ 
waich 1s in Heaven is perfeq,"1 
muſt remove an Objection that 
quarrels againſt the perfeRtion'of 
this rule of perfeQion ; viz Firſt, 
That this rule is too high: Se- 
condly, It is dangerous : Third- 
i, That it is imperfeRt and 'to0 
ort. LE: 
Firſt, Ic is too high : for what , 


man or Angel is able to be as pet=" * 


fet as God? Itis not compatible 
toany created nature, for that be- 
ing finite, cannot poſſibly be ca» 
pable of infinite perfeRtion;for his: * 
Slorious name 1s exalted above all - 
bleſſing and praiſe, Neh.-9.5. 
And the Lord is fain to: d well 
in: thick darkneſſe, and tther- 
by doth connivere radios ſue glo- 
r:4; and the Angels alſo do cover 2} 
C 3 *© thew 9 


go. AL ref c 
#* Their faces with their wings, or 
- elſe they were not able to behold 
his glory, their underſtanding 
would be dazled:iftherfore they 
are not able to bebold his glory 
inits ful ſtrength and vigour, how 
much leſle are they able to attain 
it? . how much leſſe able are we 
that are finfull duſt and aſhes, 
| who are not able to bebold (that 
--* which is darkeneſſe in compa- 
E .. rifon of God) the Sunne, to 
=” be perfet as God is per- 
fe ? 

Firſt, Ianfwer, That we are 
here commanded to attaine the 
ſame kind, not the ſame degrees 
of perfection : it is not, Be as per- 
feR as your Father; but, be perfe& 
as your Father; we are to go 
ir the ſame ſteps, though not 
equrs paſſibus, bis example is 
the copy we ſhould write by; | 

though 
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tough it be impoſſible Bi. bt 
ſo- curious an hand-, yet we 
may write the fame words 
Kc. 

Secondly, Itis an advantage 


an * 


to have ſo perfeRt a copy fet us, » ; 


though we cannot attainit, for 
who 15 there that learns to write, 4 
that blames the exaQneſle of the ? 
copy he writes by ?  And-he 7? 
that itaketh aime and ſhooteth _ 
at the higheſt point or -Zenith % 
of the Heaven, will ſhoots: 
higher with the ſame ſtrengrh 
then he that ſhootes at a les _* 
yell, or any other point be« 43 
lides. 5" 
Thirdly, It addes to the holi 


neſs of any ation, that we define - } 


inthat a&ion to be like to God., 
and upon that ground-to deſire 
to be holy becauſe God is hos | 


4 te - 
| 3 
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- *S$ecohdly, You may fay, it is 
& dangerous rule;for we may not 
gn ſtrive to be like unto God in ma- 
= aythings; we may not deſire our 
an glory as be doth's- Adam 
= defiring to be like-him, it was his 
L Wand bis fall. I anſwer to that, 
=. Atatthere aretwo kinds of perfe- 
F - onsin God,communicable and 
”., Mcommunnicable: incommunica- 
+ bleare called choſe, not which the 
= ercature cannot have, but which 
# "the creature ought not to have,as 
> "todo all things for its own glory; 
=, fora creature may do all things 
|, for its own glory, bur ought it 
E.niot ſo todo; not onely becauſe 
& iti$folly in the creature to do ſo; 
= forgloryisa thing of ornament, 8 
E Mans a poor creature that wants 
- things neceſſary; and it is folly 
» for man to buy Jewels to adotn 
him, while he is ready to any 
Os OL 
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for - want 'of TY to cha 
him; bur it is becauſe it is income. 
-municable to the creature; that © 
, God and the creature cans 7% 
ot do things for their own +glas © 
ry without thwarting one anos 
> On for if man do things for his © 
own glory, ch@ it muſt needs; 
follow that he doth it not. fog ** 
the glory of God, and ſothwarts 
the end that God propoſeth to 
himſelfe, and to all creaturesz *Y 
viz, his own glory : ſothat here * 
when our Saviour com mands; u$ 
to be perfeR as he-is perfect, at 
is meant, that we ſhouldendeas 
vour to attain thoſe perfetions 
which our having -doth not hins 3 
der his having of them, as bes 3s 
lineſſe, patience, wiſdom, &Cc. ., 
for our holineſſe; be it' nevet ie | 
great, makes not God leſſe holy» 
but the more we ſeek our owns 
C5 
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*Y glory, the more wee rob God of 
HIS. 


6. Secondly, I anſwer, that all 
”> theſe kinds of perfegions which 
”, arcincommunicable, are rather 
- reſultancies and conſequences of 
perfection, then perfections; for 
is more proper®o ſay, that be- 
eauſe God is infinitely perfeR, 
therefore all the heaven and 
earth ſhould praiſe him ; then 
to ſay, becauſe heaven and earth 
doth praiſe him,therfore he is in- 
finitely perfet ; for the prai- 
fes which / are given unto him, 
are not the cauſes bf his per- 
- fection, but his infinite perfe- 
tions are the cauſes of his prat- 


= Thirdly, It may be obje- 
= — eted, Tharit isan imperfect 
-— . Tale, for it ſeems to come 
- ſhort. 


Firſt, 


; «c EE 


-- Firſt, In reſpect of our: kg 4 
tions; as of husband, wife; 
child, ſubject, how can we 
have an example of Godin 
theſe particuJars, ſince he i... 
not capable of theſe relaths W 
ons ? p 
Secondly, in reſpect of durichy NB 
weare to pray,to worſhip,co bear 
the Word. 

Thirdly,In reſpect of graces;re- 
pentance, faith, hope, patience 
> afflictions ; all theſe are below 

im, 

1 anſwer, Firſt,that though we 
_ not an example of any of: 
theſe from God, conſidered in\ 
himſelf, yet we have of moſt of 
theſe from Chriſt, who was pe 
as well as Man; for we have 
example, how to carry our ſelyes®; 
in afflictions, of obedience wore 
to God and man, and thoſe res? _ 
lation mo 


.. 
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> tations which our Saviour left us 
no example of in a temporall 
way, yet ina myſtical way he 
bath: though he was not a Magi- 
b *. ftrate, noran husband ina tem- 
+» Poralt way, yet in a myſtical way 


he is both Lord and husband to 


> - the Church. 


' And asfor thoſe graces which 
ſuppoſe fin, as 'repentance doth, 
our. Saviour hath left us an exam- 


: ple of thoſe graces, which if we 
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obtain, they wil certainly produce 
repentance in us, and enable to 
carry our felves in all. duties and 


tn alt our relations as becometh 


Chriſtians; ſo. that as one that 
ſhould reach us to write, and ſet 
ns exaQ Copies, we ſhould not 

arrell with him and fay,tharhe 


> Sath been a defeRive Schoole- 
-- Maſter, becauſe that ſome ofthoſe 
- wordsthat afterward we have oc- 


caſion 


=3 _ 
. % ah E-2. 
1 2. 


apr FR —— yy 3 _ 5» 1 was 


ax, ny OP 1 ys + Ar 
Crt PF, * 
cafion 'to , write; were never-in 
thoſe Copies that he'ſet us 7 fuf- 
ficient it" is for lim -tovindicate = 
himſelfe ' and'ſay,- that'T have 
taught yon all thoſe Letters, and _ 2 
all thoſe ſeverall joynings, which _. 
will ſpel and make up # #4 word 
that you are to write, whatſoever = 
it be ; ſo Chriſt hath left us anex- © 8 
ample of al thoſe graces,which are * 
able co ſpel and make up any du- 
ty or grace we ſtand in need of. 
there are the ingredients, of 
which all compoſitions may be 
made up, if we follow Chriſt 48 
onr love to-God. and our hatred 
to fin, our godly ſorrow for (in 
wil neceſſarily follow, & be made 
up of theſe two ingredients,thogh*. 
Chriſt for his part had never a 
occaſion to uſe ſuch a coinpolitE 4# 
on for himſelf, having never need. 
* oftharphyſick:afd ſo 1 come,the # 
obey 
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. jection abeing ad .to theou 
'Keucing of the point,co ſhew by 
” weſhould be perfect as our F4- 
ther which i is in heaven is perfet. 
Firſt, -inreſpeR of the kinds of 
perfetions, they muſt be ſpiri- 
tuall and divine: carnall, cor- 
porall, or civill,or morall perfe- 
Rions are two low for a Chriſti- 
an to look at, eſpecially to make 
it his buſineſs, or the marke he 
ſhootes at : morall vertues were 
the higheſt perfetions of the 
Heathens;” but alas moprall ver- 
©  gves transforme us nbt, they 
*, change not our natures, but on- 
E ly gildour rottenneſſe ; though 
- one be never ſo good a narured 
"man,as:they call it, if one has 
not the divine nature, o0neis but 
4 tame Divell ; for one is his 
* child , if ones nature.'be not 
- fanifed, and our perſon juſti- * 


be” :4&F ce '3 
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fed, and fo become the childg® ©: 
of God by regeneration anda» _- 
doption; and the moſt excellens - _ > 
teſt aR that is meerly, morally 
vertuous,- is ſinne,' and cannot 
pleaſe God ; Let me give a Sis 
mile to make this evident; A 
great Emperour commands his 
Empreſle co come to him, as 4- 
baſucrus did Queen YVaſthi ; his 
commands not prevailing, he en- 
treats her,after thatſends his Let» 
ters full of love and importunity,, 
ſends Embaſſadors after Embaf- 
ſadors,and leſt thoſe ſhould fail, 
ſends her many gifts very rich 
and magnificent , and thus he 
continues week, month, year afe 
ter year, yet ſhe utterly refu- 
ſes: bur after her rejecting. 809 | 
fighting all theſe wayes of love 
from the Emperour her husband, - 
there comes a. baſe flave , rom. 4 
whoſe __ 


. 
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whoſe company her husband had 
eſpecially forewarn'd her , © be- 

.-cauſe ſhe had formerly commit- 
ted folly with him, and' diſhy- 
noured both herſelf and the Em- Js. 
perour;this adulterer and traytor 
ſpeaks but half a word to her to 
0,and ſhe preſently without de- I 4, 
ay and-with joy goes, when ſhe 
perceivesit would pleaſe the ſlave. 
What do you think now? do you Ny, 
think the Emperor wil be pleaſed B;e, 
with her , coming upon thoſe 
terms? this is the caſe of all men NY, 
chat are no more then morally Ny; 
vertuous.God per{wades us to be 
juſt, and to defraud no man, he 
entreats us, ſends the Embafſa- N ,1 
dors the Miniſters unto us,giveth | ec, 
us mercy upon mercy, ſends us } 
his Word, his Epiftles from Hea- 

- * ven,line upon line to perſwade us 

L todo juſtice,orto be temperate: 
ty not 


At 4.0 : 
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we fot his fake we will do no- 
thing : The world comes, the 
world, which is a ſlave to Sakn> 
for he is a Prince and Ruler of 
the darkneſs of this world; the 
world, with which we have com* 
mitted ſo often ſpirituall whores 
dom,and againſt whichGod hath 
ſo often and ſeriouſly forewarned 
us; now only upon a ſuppoſition * 
that we ſhould pleaſe the world 
ifwe are juſt or temperate, we 
wil be intemperately temperate,if 
I may ſo ſay,even to macerate our 
bodies with faſting, for a good 
look of the world;we do indeed 
in being temperate or juſt, do 
that which God commands, but | 
far are wefrom pleaſing him,con-" =? 
ſidering the grounds from which 
we doit;forcan he be pleafd that 
we'ſhould do more for a good 
look of the world, then we We 
| or 
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for all the wayes of love that he 
took with us; nay indeed, neve 
todo any one ation for his ſake, 
nay but before his face at thy 
lame time when we refuſe all hi 


entreaties, &c, to do it at thelfai 


firſt word of the. world; thers 
fore morall vertues , conſid 
ring the ground upon whid 
they were done,are ſinnes befor 
God ; therefore let us learn no 
to. be vertuous as Philoſophey 
were vertuous, butholy as Gol 
is holy. 

Secondly, The perfections of 
God are infinite, ſo muſt ours a3 


, farre as it 1s poſſible for crex 
* tures to attain; our deſires of 


holineſſe muſt be without li 
mits., we muſt not ſet bounds 
to our holineſſe, ſaying, Hi 
therto ſhalt chou go, and no fur- 
ther : but we muſt —_— 

ur 
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ef hanger and thirſt after righte- ©7 
ouſneſle. 2» 

Thirdly, God bath all perfe- 
ions, or rather is all perfeQi- 
ons: fo we muſt adde to our 
faith vertue, to vertue knows- 
led, to knowledge temperance, 
&, We muſt receive from 
Chriſt grace for grace, as a child 
receives from his father limb for 
limb, part for part ; the fame 
parts that the fathers body hath, 
the childs hath alſo, the ſame for 
number, figure, and poſition, 
though neither for ſtrength, nor ® ? 
i bignefſe : and as God is the aft | 
of all poſſible abſolute perfeQi- 
ons, either in degree or in kinde, 
ſo we ſhould endeavour to have 
thoſe perfeRtions that a creature 
K of that kind is capable of. 
| Fourthly, As the perfeRions 

of God are both inſeparable _— 
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= God, and from themſelves, < 
>  fhouldoursbe alſo; our wiſdon 
P muſt be holy,our holineſle innc 
.- cent, . our wiſdom zealous and 
our zeal wiſe ; for we: muſt -not 
conceive that ſome of Gods a&Q 
ons are holy, others,;wiſe, but all 
are all;his wiſdom is holy,juſt,& 
$00d;his Juſtice; holy, good an 
wiſe, and every attribute is as in- 
feparablyunited to all the reſt of 
his attributes, as any of them are 
is Eſſence : as if there wer 
I an Hundred Suns ſhming at onc 
=» tnthefirmamenr, one could not 
ſay that - one . of theſe Sunnes 
.. ſhined in this part of the ayre, 
. — andanother in that, but the light 
=” ofevery one of them would be 
E , mneverypoint of the ayre; nor 
could you poſlible take away the 
ligbt of one of the Suns, and leave 
* reſt,unleſs you could take 
{3:2 way 
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{way che Sun it ſelf:ſoitis in Gods 
perfetion: but thy glortousName 
is exalted above all knowledge, 
above all bleſſing, and above all 
praiſe. 

Many men will be zealous, but 

without knowledg;others will be 
wiſe, but without zeal;and fo cheir 

|| wiſedomes come to be no better 

& then carnal,ſenſuall,and diveliſh: 

. the former zeal was that zeal 'of 
the Jews, Row. 10.2. The other 
wiſedome was the wiſedome of 
Pilate ; both of them crucified 
Chriſt. | Wren 

Laſtly, For Ido hot intend th 

be large in theſe parallels, 'but 
make haſte to: preſſe the great 
point of Chriſtian perfeRion ;we © 7 
maſt be perfe& as : our Pathier '** 
whickis in heaven is perfeR,not-.. . - + 
withſtanding all hinderances' or 
provocations to the contrary”; 
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- not haveous ———- 


though God by his wifdome pd 
verns and orders all things, ne 
a ſpite of graſſe, or blade « 
wheatgrows but by him, 1.Cor 
15.38.Not a ſparrow falls on th 


round, nor an hair from vurſſide 
Fead , but by his providence, ſo 
Hot a lilly is cloathed in the field, Faw 
nor a fowle of theayre is fed but YFat 
by bin ; yet notwithſtanding $18. 
ſuch an innumerable number of ſed 
creatures, are both in reſpett of [Ir 
their eſſence and operations, tay {Cl 
dven in refpe&t of the ſmalleſt cir» Yul 
cumſtances of either, are zRed; Iih 
and otdered continual. o 

{dy his providence; yet he doth 
no leſſe know, love, and enjoy | 


© bimfelfe, then be did from all & 
= - ternity,before there was any crea 


ture for his providence togratch 
over: ſo ſhould we do,we ſhould 
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{on God, or our love lefle fer- 
tour communion with God 
ſhould be neither remitted nor- 
ntermitted by the imployments 
the world; Mothers that have 
hair I1eele children to took_ to > 
ſhould be like che Angels, which 
q rn behold che face of our 
£ BFather which is in heaven, Afar. 
18-11- But I come (as I prom» 
{} ſed): to the great buſineſle of this 
fU Treatiſe. viz. The preſli > 
Chriſtian perfection , whic 
almoſt | forgotten , and 
Jthing lefr of ic but * ebremand 
ineſle ;' and -I ſhallreferrd+ - 
whole diſcourſe to theſe three: . 


Firſt, Severall Conſiderations. 
Secondly, ITE ve 
1: (Thindly, Several Adviſes.- 
+ Confoderations. 

2: ConſkLet 05 cone what = 
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- _ the word of God ſpeaks in this} 
matter, 1 Cor. 10. 31, Whether: 
ye eat or drinke, or whatſoever yt 
do, ' doe allto the glory: of God: 
doweliveup to the meaning '6f 
theſe words?let us conſider a little 
of it, and fee the meaning of the 
words. 
-:Firſt,: We are to glorifre God 
mall our-aftions;; that is, wee 
ought in the ſecret of our hearts 
-to admire and adore him; to 
have high thoughts of him, and 
- feet .thoughts of him ;!' and 
- . to expreſle it fully, weought to 
honour him as God. Romans 1. 
Which. he blames- the Gentiles 
for not doing, Thar knowing 
him as. God, did: not, honowr him 
4 God: to hononr him-but as 
we would/hdnorthe holieſt man 
inthe world, nay the higheſt 
Anpel-in Heaven, is nothing, and 
21s as 
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Chriſtian Perfeftion. 6 - 
as great derogation to. his glory, 2 
as to ive his glory to them ; for 
to give the honour due unroGod. . 
to 4 creature, and to give that 
that is due unto a creature unto 
God, are equally vitious: burlerus 
deal freely and openly with'our 
own ſouls, Do we do fo much;as 
thar which if we did no more we 
were guilty of that great ſin of 
the Heathens, which the Apo- 
ſtle in the forenamed place doth. ' 
condemne?do we honour God as 
much as we do honapr an An- 
gel,or an holy man?let us bur ask 
ou: own conſciences,and they wil 
tell us. Would we do that m 
the preſence of either of them as 
wedo in the preſence of God ; 
nay, of achild that is, come 
to that underſtandingito dis 

od and e&- 
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_ Secondly, By theſe words, we 


"YN areenjoyned that our words, a- 


Rions, geſtures, and all our car- 
ages ſhould be ſuch, as may be 
ſurdble and fitto raiſe up thok 
bigh choughts of God in others, 
* 28 we Qur. ſelves have ; for ins 
e;. in. prayer we ought not, 
Qnly our ſelves. to admire and a+ 
doreour good and gloriousGod, 
but fo to life him up and hold 
forth his excellencies by our ve 
expreſiiqns, pronounciations m 
res,thatthey may be ſuch as 
- not only way beſucable to our in» 
ward admirings of him, bur fit to 
begetthe ſame thoughts.in allchat 
hearus;aur loves ſhould be like 2 
flame, that takes hold of all chat 
cAmes near it. 
 Thigdly,We ſhculd, as much as 
itus hes; do all our ations, and 
ſpeakall our words with an aQuy 
a 
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all intention by them to edifie 0- 
thers, & ro-cauſe them to glorifie 
| Þ the Lord. Now, bow farwe come 
| fort of this, we may even be cot 
| founded with ſhame toſpeak of it. 
| The ſecond place that ers 
 down- Chriſtian perfeRtion, is 
Phil.3.20.Meſbould have owr con- 
ver/ation in Heaven ; we ſhould 
Þ think with our ſelves how we 
| fhonld live when wecomethither, 
| or how thoſe live that are there;ot 


one would live that ſhould come 
from thence to live on earth a- 


, -how feeh would F 
ME Cod hor freak 


would iſe him r o_—_ 
would their of praiſe be all 
| fames of love? howare they con- 
tinvallytaken up with thoughts 
| of admiration'of the exceMlencies 
| of God, of the love of God?®lerus 
| nor dally wich-our ſelves or God, 
D 2 bue 
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; but-conſiderwith our ſelves:whe 
ther we lve-in-any meaſure ſur 
ble to ſuch a life; But to/proceed, 
let us conlider another place; Eph. 
3:19. Toſay of ſuch an one, ha 
he is-a godly. man,the holy Spirit 
of God1s-in him, that he is ful of 
the Holy Ghoſt, chat he is filled 
with all the fulneſs of God: if one 
went upon ſuch; relations and ex- 
preſſions to ſee him of whom they 
were ;{poken ', , doubrleſſe one 
ſhould come with great expecta- 
tions to meet with one that was 
wholly taken up with thoughts of 
God, and if one fpake any thing 
£o. him; of God, doubcleis one 
would expe that be ſhoud ſpeak 
wonderful things of God,with {6 
much admiration,ſuch zeal, ſuch 
love, wh ſuch feelings, chat his 
very'word would be able to en- 
flame our hearts with love _ 
fn ut 
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bur if when one came to ſee fuch 
anone, hs: ſhould'engertain one 
with vain and idle jeſts'; with 
diſcourſes of the world, andipend 
the whole day generally in recre- 
ations,and ſomtime when he hath 
nothing elſe co do, go and ſpenid 
halfan hour in reading, --or 'in 
prafing;and when he comesfrom 
thoſe duties(Iron wil be red hot 
if it be put into the fire for any 
time)ſpeak as ſavourly and- with 
as much delight of th- vanities of 
the world, as if he had ſpentlus 
time not in prayer, but in admt- 
ring and gazing upon the beauty 
of the creature;and if one ſhould 
ſpeak to him ſomthing of God, he 
ſhould anſwer one overly, would 
ye not thinkin your own ſouls js 
this that holy man. you ſpoke of? 
is he that man that was full of 
God? But to proceed a. little fur- 
D 3 ther, | 
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5 fp .18: the Apoſtle ſays 
of himſelf, a of Chriſtians in 
his days, that they were transfor« 
wed aoncke þ # ef God;that is, 
lived the life of ſach 2 life 
as Chriſt lived when he was here 
on earth;nay,the grace of _ <> 
them was in ſuch an high deg 

thaz it might be rather on; gi 
ry then grace;they lived as if 
were of thz- Church whats 
in reſpe&t of holineſſe, though 
of the Church militant,jin reſpeRt 
of afflitions ; their grace was of 
fuch.an high degree, chat it was 
more like glory, as was faid be- 
fore,then grace; yet they did not 
' canent themſelves with that net- 
ther, buc made a progreſle from 
glory to glory:Dear Brethren, are 
our Saviours words but winde? 


> and can we imagine that the lives 


" choſe that take upon them the / 


Names 
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nainesof Chriſtians, are any whit 
ſutable to theſe expreſſions > tma- 
ny times have I thought of that 


aying of Era/mn, That fince 


men conld not bring the world 
toChriſtianity,they have brought 
Chriſtianity to the world ; and 
thoſe expreſſions and precepts 
that have been too ſtrit to give 
ns liberty to follow the vanities 
of the. world , we have found 
ont vain diſtinctions and c_ 
tions of the places, to make them 


fignifie no more then we do, and 1 


to quiet our conſciences,that they 
being deceived and laid a leep,we 
might not be troubled with their 
elamours. Qur Saviour ſays, That 
for every idle Word We muſt give an 


account at the laſt day,Mat.1 236, | 


The words are ſo plain,that it 
ask one a great deal of labour to 
find out ſuch an expoſition as 
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might. not be a'continuall accuſer 
of us in all companies, in all di 
courſes: our Sayiours examples 
the beſt cxpoſition of this precept; 
> wedonotread in all the Scrip- 
__ ture, one word that. he ſpake, 
hut was ſome way or other to c- 
dification; and yet how looſe are 
wee in aur: diſcourſes.,; as if 
there were no ſuch place of Scrip» 
ture-in the whole Bible as theſe 
words ? ſurely, our time woult 
be bercer ſpent in praying to God 
for ſtrength againſt our corrup- 
tions, then in ſtudying to finde 
- our Excuſes .and intricate expoſi- 
tions -of plaine places to juſti- 
fie chem. But you will ſay, that it 
15 true, theſe are excellent things, 
if, one could live ſo; it were a 
bleſſed life; but alas who can doe 
K 2? 
-Fanſwer ; Firſt, If thou ſayſt 
thou. 
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Fad conf not- live 7 1 ask 
thee how doſt thou know.? didſt 
-thou ever try what, might by 
done in this caſe ? didſt thou ez * *# 
ver make it thy buſineſle- ? It, 
may be thou haſt had ſome per= 
funtory and careleſſe- deſires; 
ſome cold-prayers and faint-en= 
deavours; but didſt thou ever 
ſet thy ſel: to it2- didſt thou! e- 
ver ſpend as much time, ſo many 
thoughts, with as much earneſt. 
neſſe, ro get acquaintance with, 
God , 3s men in the world "dog 
in their trades,to get a little chick, 
clay ? didſt chou ever pray with 
half that earneſtneſſe for grace; * 
as ambitious men:do ſuefor, plas 
ces and preferments,. or;A, cons 
demned man: for a: p 
Didſt thou: ever ſerioully,, 
from the very bottom of 
— ahd foul (ay. 'Well,. vÞyl 
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-, VleſlingofGod 1 wit not ſpeak an 
* idleword,nor imploy my felf in 
things that profit not : haſt thou 
faid with David? I have (worng 
and I will perform thy righteous 
FZandgments, Plal.119.106. Or as in 
the 20. or with the Apoſtle; 7 
fight not as one uy the ayr bun 
# preſs thorow towards the mark, 
and forget the things that are be« 
bind, ec.S0 that if thon ſhalt fay 
that one cannot live thus, 1 ſay 
gain, there is no queſtion, thou 
canſt not live hotity, doing no 
morethen thou doeſt;neither the | 
” wordof God, nor any one that 

> knows the ways of God.ever faid 

or thouphe that thou couldſt up- 

oh rheſe terms do any thing co 


ve parent the attainment of boli- 
'_ maſs: forour Saviourplaialy fays, 


3 naeft ſtrive ro enrer in ar the 
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0 | pecorer in{with ſuch ſekingahar w” 4 

io F comes not to'the height of ſtri-- > 
vu | ving) 4nd ſal not be able ©. if thou # 
vs | ſhouldeſt bid thy fervanc liftſuch +? 


a piece of timber, and he ſhould 
go with his lictle finger eo lift it, 
and not being able, ſhould tel} 
thee, that he could not liftit x 
wouldeſt thou not think that he 
mocked thee, in ſtead of obeying 
thee ? fo when we ſhall complain 
of Religion, that it is too dithicult 
athing,we cannot attajnit, and 5 
we will not fo mach as'touch - © * 
i ſcarcewith one of our fngers; 
may not God juſtly fay; that 
we do but mock him, and un- 
juſtly murmur againſt his. come»! * 
mands, complaining of their! 
difficulty, when we never"tris! ©; 
ed, in uſing the meanes he. .* 
| herds appoined us, what might be 
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Furthermore, .Let us conſiden 
how-far many cf Gods ſervants, 
whoſe / ſtories are recorded in the 
facred Scriptures, have gon in this 
way of perfection; it is faid, that 
* Enoch walked with God, and that 
aA Noa Was perfetÞin kugencrations, 
and walked With God. Can we pol. 
ſibly chink that theſe: Exprefſfions 
import no more then- that ſome- 
times when they had litrle or no- 
= -/thingelſe to do, they ſpent their 
- time .in prayer. and meditation of:, 
divine matters?- oft that they. did: 
no: more then. uſually men FA in 
the :morning ſpend ſome ſmall 
time iQ. prayer,and then rake their 
leave of God all the day, -as it 
were:compounding with - God 
for-two or three: prayers a day ? 
> bur doth it. not much rather 
.. import a.:\weet, conſtant, and 


TR communjon with God ?far 
$5 & doubt= ; 


aq af Dos mY 37 + Ip 


toubtleſſe Enoch fon ſo ie, 
fweetneſſe iv his walk with God, 
that he could not. be content 
is | yiththat communion chart-earch 
t | could afford him. And of all 
t | the Patriarks before the Flood; 
, | we read of none that lived. ſo 
= | few years upon earth as -E- 
; | mcb di&; and doubrlefle thoſe 
* | years which: he: did /live- were 
-more tedious-to him, to be {6 
long abſent from the. full fruiti- 
tion of God, then if he- had 1 
ved ter times: as long and w_ 
not taſted of choſe: zoyes'; 
compariſon of which the: te 
fures of this world are butas the | 
gall of Aſpes. Whatthinke'we 
of: Abraham, - Moſes, "Davie 
ind. Daniel > with how mack» 
faith, zeal, :meekneſle , :holki- + 
neſle, breathings after God did 
*s live What high. a—_ 
1 Ti Ons 
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ly deſires are there in the Pſalmsf 
Whar, doe we think all theſe ho- 
ly Examples are ſet down in the 
Scripture to find us matter of 


diſcourſe ? or that the wiſedome 


of God fer down an Idza of ho- 
lineſſe, as P/ato hath done of a 
Common-wealch 2 or wete they 
not ſer down for our imitation? 
thouſands of exprefiions almoſt 
in the Pſalmes we muſt make 
ſtrange Hyperboles, and ſay, they 
were but Davids Rhetorick; or 
elſe we muſt needs acknowledge 
that he was a Gyant in compari- 
of us in ſpirituall matters. O 
what heavenly ſpirituall frame 
of heart had he |! furely his 
y uſneſle in compariſon of 
iſts was but as filthy rags, 
but in reſpe of ours a glorious 
robe; and now J pray, what 
| reaſon 
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reaſon is there in the w 
'we might not live as. holly as 
they, that we take it for 
granted; we cannot, and ſo ne« 
yer ſtrive ; *tis true, to- think 
our ſelves holier then the mean- 
eſt Saint, is pride, but not to 
ſtrive to be as holy as the high- 
eſt Saint is ſin: what means. had 
they to attaine holineſſe that we 
have not ? They had prayer,me- 
ditation, reading, honing 
bave we : if their prayers and 
meditations were more fervent, 
and more heavenly, who; muſt 
we blame, God is not a barren 
wilderneſſe unto us,and his grace 
A PT 237 nam as us, as for 
em, they had Circumcifen, 
znd the Pafſcover ; the breſts of 
the new Teſtament are as full 
ef graces as thoſe ofahe old ; nay 
doubtleſle, in reſpeRt of meoone 
| ey 
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F a they are farre more abundantly 
-” Slorious in our dayes then in | 
theirs, in reſpet-of the know. 
tedge of :Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
myſteries of ſalvation : may we 
notfay as our Saviour does, that 
of all that was born of Women, 
there was none like um the Bajs 
rift, and yet the leaſt in-the times 
of the Goſpel, is,or may be great- 
er then heZ and what enemies or 
hinderances have we «hat they 
had not? Was Satan, the fleſh, 
theworld, all or either of theſe 
not their - enemies as much as 
ours? or had they better wea- 
pons and armour to fight againſt 
them then we have? we have the 
armour of God, they, could 
have no better ; if you hall ſay, 


you had” a great family to. pro- 
vide for, weighty affaires and 
imployments lay upon. you, 
\ and. 


CO I” 


us 


and theſe are great hinderinces: 
in all thefe they exceed thee, 
ad yet they were no .hindes 
ances to. them -in compariſon 
of thar, generally chey ae to 
is: eAbrabam drew three hun» 
dred out of his family to: delis 
yer Lor, beſides . what  menz 
women, and children wererlefy 
dehinde. Fob had alſo a great 


family, he was a Judge, and a 


Prince, and yet notwithſtand- 
ing in allthe whole world there 
was none like unto him. Soy 
David had a whole Kingdome 
to look to, beſides continualt 
wars, and yet how often did 
he pray, every day ; how fre- 


quent was he in meditatign?with= 


out all queſtion, did we-make it 
our bulineſsro intreat the Lordtor 
ſtrength &grace to ſervehim,were 
we frequeat & fervent enough'in 
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ſuch-- | 


66 ADnetliytta | C 
=. - fachdefires, did we ſeek for wiſk | mar 
dome as for'filver, and fearch{fea 
- for underſtanding as for hid|fgis 
treaſures, we might do wonders 
x religion, - i» compariſon of [ati 
what we do. And if you ſhaltfath 
fay, that all theſe you ſpeake offisn 
uk OG ys” what | tual 
then > for the gifts of prop or | 
are not gifts Ce Aneifeinon be pur 
of edification ; they might have] no! 
been as holy, and not have been end 
Prophets, and they might have of 
propheſied,and yer been workers | the 
of igiquity, - Bur to returne to on 
what we ſpake, ſurely if men | ga 
had faith, and that wrought by | m: 
love as it ſhould do; if we were | dc 
as watchfull over our wayes as | al 
wee might be, if we were not | fir 
wanting to our felfes,_ and to | ac 
God, ( for he is not war 
ting unto us ) we might live 
-many 


6 [many days, without doing or 
h 9 a og that materia 
q —_ m: Ido affuredly know; 
9 [that- no- one ghought, word; er 
filation , but in ſome reſpeF or 
other is ſinful, either the gon 
flisnot fpirituall; or not ſoſpirt- 
tuall; the ends not heavenly, 
or not ſo- heavenly ; we do not 
purely aim at the gtory of God, 
nor purely do it out of obedi- 
ence to God, and in the name 
of Chriſt, &c. as wee ſhould ; 
therfore I do not ſay, we can live 


| gainſt God ; but one may live 
| many hours and dayes without 
| doing ſuch actions which materi» 
ally and intheir own nature are 
fins : as now for thoſe which are 
accounted groffe ſinnes in the 
world, and are ſo, as adulte- 
ry, 'murder, theft, blaſphemy, 
ſwear- 
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one minute without finning' a» 
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ſwearing ; it may be ſome of 
Gods people live their whole life 
without aRually committing 4- 
ny one of them. Whatis meant 
by that that is. ſaid of Zachary 
and Elizabeth, that they lived 
blameleſſe, Luke. 6. And what 
is- meant by- that of S* : Paw, 
1 Gort4.44 That be knew nothin 

Y bimſelf?- well, certainly thoſe 
that love not to keep a ſtrict com- 
munion w:th God, and love not 
the truth, may finde excuſes e- 
nough to bolſter themſelves up 
in their carelefle: walke ; nay, 
let them take heed, leaſt they fo 


provoke the Lord, that he ſends: 


them ſtrong. deluſions to be- 
leeve- hes. : It may ve, they 
will plead che': infiemities and 
falls of the Saints, Noahs drun- 
kenneſle, Davids adultery , 
Peters deniall, and ſo encoy- 
rage 
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rage themſelves im cheir owne 
wickednefſe'; ſurely theſe ' fais 
lings ofthe Saints are ſet dowhe 
as ſands and rocks to avoyd, nat 
as our Compaſſe whereby ' we 
ſhould ſteer our courſe : *tis 
true, if after prayers and ſtri- 
vings againſt thoſe ſins, through 
the ſtrength of our corraptions 
we fall into ſome fin, | we may 
take comfort from the infirmi- 
ty. and failings of the Saints : 
but before our fall, what aſe have 
we of ſuch failings, but onely 
rocks, as I have faid; comforts 
they may be after, but not 'en- 
couragements before; otherwiſe 
our ſpots are not' the ſpots of 
Gods people. | 

2. Confid. The ſecond Conſide- 
ration-is,; that 'no arr, ſcience, or 
trade whatſoever,is attainedwirh- 
out ſome yeares being Appren- © 1 
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tice, or ſadying of it ; and can 
we imagine that we ican attam 


_ to any meaſure of perfeQtion in 


Religion, without ſpending ei- 
ther time or thoughts about it, 
bur making it athing meerly by 
the bie? The unreatonablenefle 
of this conceit appears the more, 
if we conſider, that wee haveno 
fuch impediments to hinder us 
from the attainment- of excel- 
lencies in Trades, Arts, and Sci- 
ences.; nay, thoſe things that are 
hinderances in the attainment-of 
holineſle, do further us in the 
attainment-of ſuch kind of ex- 
cellencies :. to be an excellent 
workman in = trade, .orto be 

ylician, neither 
the world, -nor our corruptions, 
nor .Satan are againſt it ;; the 
| ally doth promote 
and umploy ſuch perſons ; when 


they 
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they have an occaſion to uſe a- 

1 ay one of any trade or calli | 
they uſe the skilfulleſt, and 

, | they are an. encouragement to 
them : and for our corruptiqns, 
they 'do not hinder, but rather 
further, for wee pride our ſelves 
generally in ſuch kind of excel 
lencies : and if the World nor 
the Fleſh be nor, certainly Satan 
is not againſt chem neither; buc 
1Sainſt holineſſe they are all &- 
nemies. Now if we ſhould fee. 
2 man rowing, having both 
wind and tide with him, and. 
ſhould row with all his mighe, 
and yet with, much adoe come 
to ſuch a place by night, and 
the next day being to row back 
again. againſt winde and tide} _ 
ſhould rake no pains at all, -but : 
lie ſleeping inthe boat, as if the 
ſNceame that was againſt him, 
ſhould- 
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_ fhouldcarry him bick of it (elf, 
wee ſhould much wondet at 
fuch a mans folly. Much more 
then may we wonder, when men 
ſhall ſpend ſo much pains, ſo 
many thoughts -to get an eſtate; 
and in things concerning God 
and eternity, ſhould carry them- 
ſelves as 1f chey were either not 
worth having, or as if holineſle 
_ weeds) ſhould grow of it 
if. 

3. (onfid. The third Conſi- 
deration is, That there is -no 
pain nor trouble in it's ſelf in 
Religion, nor no true pleaſure 
nor profit/in 'fin ; ' dr what plea- 
ſure or pain ſoever there-1is in 
them, it is'ſo ſhort and ſo ſmall, 
that it deſerves not the name of 
either: Do but' truly and ſeri- 
ouſly conſider, what pain or 
trouble is there in ſpending an 

| hour 
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,| hovr, 'in reading, meditating, / 
| or praying, 1ſpeakto the moſt * 
| diſadvantage ; for indeed, one 
| | ſhould rather ſay, whatwonder- 
| full delight there is ina" ſri 
and conſtant commuriion with 
| Godin ſuch duties : bur let itbe 
|| ſuppoſed it be troubleſome; the 
|| trouble is nothing, but thecoms 
; fort andthe benefit is exceeding 
great ; wherr thou-haſt ſpent .@& 2 
day in ————— 'befors. _? 
God.I pray, next (day,is it:any 3 
pain ortronble! to y00'?: in”? 
ſpe of thent,it'is as the way of a 
Serpent upon a ſtone.therei15ngu 
thing of thetrouble” that did a6 
company thoſe holy duties 'doth 
remain when they are ended, but 
| thecomforr-and profit of them! 
thou maiſt meet withall (rwenty 
years hence: and fo for in, the 
pleaſure- of it- is momentafy , 
E but 
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but-the guilt and" ſting of it is 
eternall ; the poor empty pleu« 
fares of (inne, what ate they 
while ghey do continue? but 
E fare arg, they-are birterneſle at 
| the laſt. Fobavea guilty canſci- 
z "ence, and a wounded fpirit, but 
one bour:in any extremity, - as 
fouls in deſertion or deſpair 
ave, : bath. ſo much horrour in 
s, :#hat "dgubtleſſe- whoſoever 
bach-had any experience in ſuch 
things, would not endure them 
far ajl the pleaſures in the world 
for ©/Mer hufalems age; But alas, 
we:logk- not: afar off, conſtder 
neither cheiend-of holineſle, nor 
of ſin; nay.to (peak the truth, we | 
conſider not the eſſential! excel- 
lency of the one, nor filthineſle 
be par hly, Canſider 
+ - rourthiy, 1 
on (has. cct the leaſt fn, noe 
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theleaſt holy choughe chat ſhall 
vaniſh into aire, or mnto nothing ; 
for if God ſhal calt ns to account 
for every idle thought or word, 
ſhall nor every holy thought or 
word, -through his mercy, tend 
to our good alſo ? The wick- 
ed dorreaſure up wrath againſt 
the day of wrath; as a man that” 
ſhoold caſt in e day many 
pieces. of filver and'po into 1 
room for twenty years © _ 
6r moge, ' when he ſhould c 
to-look in chat room ie thirijens 
ty years end, he would finde 
many 4 piece. which he ha# for- 
gotten; ſo it is with''one that 
| treaſures up fin, &hen the book 
of conſcience ſhall be opened at 
the laft day, 'and4 'the baggs 
wherein - God | fealed up” ts * 
fins, as Job ſpeaks, how meayibg 
d || wilt he meet withall that he 
E 2 never —» 


4 ”— 
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never thought , of, untill 'that 
day? not one of them ſhall be 
loſt that ever he caſt in: fo 
ſurely it will be with thee that 
treaſureſt up prayers and holy 
thoughts ; God. doth as ſafely 


:. ſeale up them, as he doth the 


fins of the wicked: there is a 
book, of remembrance writ of 
all thy good words, and there is 
a bottle -to bottle- up all- thy 
teares: now how eaſfje is it for 
thee to caſt into this treaſury a 
thouſand holy thoughts a day? 
to what a. numberleſſe-uumber 
would - they ariſe to in (few 

ears?-..and by theſe: not any 

uſineſle is hindred ; thou may- 
eſt ride, thou mayeſt eat and 
drink, thou mayeſt ſell and buy, 
chou .mayeſt walk far all; them.; 
now if ;eyery holy thought do 
adde ſomerhing -to thy =_m 
ere, 


( briſtian PerfeFtion. 77 
here, and to thy glory hereafter, 
and fince they do not hinder, but 
fweeten and ſanQifie all imploy- 
ments, why doeſt thou not trea- 
ſure up theſe againſt the day of 
the Lord? 

5. Confid, Fifthly,Conſider ſe» 
riouſly the excellencies - of the 
Scriptures ; for we are not fenft- 
ble.enough: of their worth, nor 
do we firmly nor feelingly* e- 
nough believe that they are the 
Word of God : Suppoſe that by 
ſome infallible arguments it 
might be demonſtrated that there 
were a Prophet nowin England, 
with what extraordinary care 
and obſervation would you' ob- 
ſerve his words that he ſpake*in 


the Name of the Lord : if when 3 
thou wers#pouringout thy ſoul be. *7? 
foreGod, humbly beggingof him 


that he would diſcover to thee 
E 3 more 


L 
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more the things that belong to 
thy peace, and thou ſhouldeſt 
have an Angel from Heaven 
coming unto: thee, as one did 
to Cornelins ; or that our Savi- 
our ſhould himſelfe ſpeak ro 
thee from Heaven, as he did to 
Pax/, when thou ſhalt fay as 
he did ; Lord, what wonld'ft thow 
have me to do ? With: what re-' 
verence and attention would*ſt 
thou obſerve, and what obedi- 
ence to a tittle would'ſt chou 
give-to- ſuch Meſſages > Woul- 
deſt'chou not mark every word, 


and every (yllable ? and-wouldeſt | 


not vary from them one jor. 


Well, chou ſhouldeſt give no - 


teſſe reverence nor obedience un- 


= tothe Word of God, then 'un- 


to.them. If thy. friend ſpeaks 
co: thee, or writes to thee, ſo 


thou art ſure that it. 1s his 
| hand, 


-4 


-4 
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hand, rhey -are both of equal 
authority with thee ; and why 
ſhould: not the- word of God 
immediately ſpoken :from Hea« |. 
ven; of written, be-{6 to6; of: & 
qual! authority with thee ?-r0 
have an Angel frem heaven totel 
thee what thou ſhould do; is 
a ſtronger temptation to pride; 
bur there is no more of reality in 
to move thee to obedience; 
then there is in the written word: 
nay, may I not ſay leſſe?-for the 
word of God is the rule by:which 
we muſt judg their Meſſagesand 
not their Meſfapes the rule 

which we muſt judg the Word of 
God; for if an Angel from 
Heaven ſhould preach another 
doqrine, let him be accar-- 
ſed. Now there is no reaſon, 
thon believing the Bible to 


'be the Word of God, which 


E 4: We: 
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we. all profeſſe, but thou ſhout 
deſt with as much care endea- 
your to. underſtand and practiſe 
what therein is written. If wee 
will do. bur as Lather did, that 
hee: might ' underſtand Rom, 3. 
25, 26. faſt and pray when wee 
finde any place of Scripture too 
difficult to. be underſtood ; or 
when we found. our corruptions 
ſo ſtrong, ,that wee obeyed not 
when it is underſtood : If wee 
on re Lord by prayer and 
aſting-( a duty generally neg- 
lected. and tay aur 
ed, though by the Apoſtles com- 
mended and praQtiſed ) ſurely, 
wee ſhould both underſtand 
more of the minde of God, and 
live more ſutable - co what wee 
know. 
1+; 6: Conſfiaerat. Sixthly, Con+ 
Gder, .that howſoever we eſteem 
it, 


oy 
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it," it matters not, without que- 
ſtion the enjoyment of God is 
infinite. happineſſe : for, doe 
but truly and really - conlider 
wherein doth the happineſle .of 
Angels confiſlt ; Doth it,not 
conſiſt in the viſion, fruition, 
and union with. God ? Is not 
God their all ? and ſhall he. not 
be ours when we come thither ? 
How comes it to paſle ,. that it 
is not ſonow ? Nay, it is {0 ; 
but how comes it to paſſe, that 
it is not-ſo to. us > Either the 


Angel are deceived in mY 
it their happineſle; or wee, aut 
be deceived in not, making of it 
ours -. we cannot have the. face 
to. ſay, That ifcthe. Angels knew 
what pleaſure there were in raſn 


ing and, drinking,,.. and oghey” 


vain and. wicked .pleaſures 0 


'S 


$4 


che 
word, they would, never {pe 
4 ' E 5 end | 
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| * 


neffe of God wherein doe} it 
conf? the creature is not his 
happineſle, but himfele; an@ 

if > he enough for Nimfelfe, 
fhall he not be enough forthee? 
oh duſt and'zfhes, his enjoyment 
of himſelf,* is his happineſſ-how 
comes it to paſſe that ir is not 
thine ? God dorh command, in- 
vitethee, entreat thee to- enjoy 
him ; nay, indeed' what is -it 
that God requires of thee, bar 
this,evento admire, ſore and en- 
Py him inthe ſecret ofthy —_ 
thou 


j Titi Por fon. & 
thou wilt not, rho p W—_— 
3 verytrifle betogehim/;- 


go and fee 2 event þ fend ir 
carnall ends, ' zatheF@Avr RR 
thy time in the enjoyneGer © | 


him, who isthe praiſe; afft'®$ 

bove the praiſe of men and At 

gels to all erernity ; pray tou, 

who onely can difcover hisTolt 
,# and excellencies to t hee; ſt 
5 he would make thee tale: 'of 
| this hadden Manna ; fare 
wonld draw away the vil befot 
thine eyes; tharehvu rayF'be 
no longer chis rrurh; 
that he wowlt purge oor thoſe 
corruption eur of thy' heart”, 
that thow mayſt rehſh' and 
experimene the . fweerneſle--of 
5 | » ns 


| 


4 7.Confid: | Seventhily; Conſt 

| Cvertharwe have three eneniies; 
.the world; che fieſb, and the 
Divell 4 
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-Dwel;. Conſider this, I fay; ful 
ly and fe-lingly ; for few there 


are that-live ſo much as a tittle - 


of this truth: or who lives as if 
the World was his implacable 
enemie? for, do we not gene- 
rally. into all our actions put 
ſomething of that poyſonous in- 
gredient, viz. a deſire to pleaſe 
Men, and to. get their good word 
and will > Wee ought not to 
{candalize any one, as much as 
in ;us hes ;* we ought to be all 
things to-all men;; burit is that 
wWe/may gain them to God, not 
to ourſelves: If this truth was 
- Ingravenon our hearts, That ir 
19.25 poſſible to go to heaven and 
Pleaſe the:Divel, -25. go.to heaven 
and pleaſe the world : I fay, if 
we: were fully. perſwaded in. our 
hearts of that Truth, we would 
- Deicher wonder the World hates 


us, 


w_ 


_— oo Aa a 
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us,_nor endeayour that it-ſhould 
loye us : we ſhould not eridea- 
vour nor caft away our pains to 
do that which.is abſolutely im- 
poſſible : So then, if we reſolve 
to be Chriſtians, wee muſt-nei- 
ther fear -nor 'care vrhat the 
World can fay of, or do. ynto 
us. And we ſhould in all our a- 
Rions of Religion, not ſo much 
as once bring it into our conſide- 
ration, to think what men will 
ſay or do unto us, if we do fo or 
ſo, except it be by their diſlike to 
help our ſelves to know what is 
right; for though-it is not'an 
abſolute rule, yet it is a generall 
rule, that fuch a thing is righr, 
becauſe , men generally ſpeak a+ 
eainſt it : certainly, our; deſires 
and endeavours: to. pleaſe men) 
is one. of the greateſt iſnaresin 
the world ; for generally a 
; Ve 
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live fo'that we enſlave our ſelves, 
and loſe not only our Chriſtian, 
bue our naturalbliberry for men; 
bur indeed if it wasno more but 
our outward liberty, it was no- 
thing, buc we wound our conſci- 
ences and offend our God, which 
s worth more then a thoufand 
Heavens. 


(aut ions. 
1.Cast. Firſt, Takehved of che 
perfunfory performance ofholy 
duties;for many miſchiefs come 


Ry -_ paſſe "oy not E- 

out thy 
| Out before G in prayer, fee- 
, ſpiricually, and fachfuk 
- chow neyer:departeſt without 
me fpirituall: profie'; bur if 
thou:doſt it carnally 2nd formal- 


W, thy prayers are ———_ 


OJ... AM. 
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and chey puffe thee. up; for. 
carnall-heart would Diead l 
carnalt performances.rothy cy 
ſcience, and make thee beleeve; 
becauſe thou haſt many:piegesof 
this counterfer: coyne;tharthen 
art: rich and : wanteſb-nothi 
though cthou'art poor,and bhi 
and naked, and” miſerxbie; for 
thy dyries have not the righe 
ſtamp, having neither che images 
norfu perſcriperon” of, God-upon 
them, beg nenxher 
for t pot God, nor by che 
Sprritof , nor we trhename 

Chr: and -berween car- 
nat andfÞirirgal! doies, hives 
the difference ,, that wer ws 
ſually pride our ſelves i in the one 
and - ave uceble by” tlie! 0- 
ther. - 

weondly, | Which follpecs 
npon / the - former -,- -we';| ſhaif 

grow 


2B grder weary i in time of ſoim- 
: carnal duties; for needs muſt. 
we be weary of theſe _—_ from 
which we - get no profit nor 
ſtrength: heading aredry breſts 
unto us, it is no marvel .ifwe are 
weary of drawing them; by ſpiri- 
tuall duties we get ſtrength ; and 
ſuch prayers do enable us to pray 
more ; but carnall prayers tire 
us. 

Thirdly , Conſider the ſame 
time 15 ſpent in the one as in the 
other, whether thou heareſt or 
prayeſt with:zeal and attention, 
or without, it takes uprhe ſame 


'”/ time in the Publick Congregati- 


tion, ywough not the-ſame pro- 


«() Fourthly, ' Conſider that You 
ſpoyle both, by mixing -the 
| Sought of, worldly! \bufyefſe 
” wich your dutics;forthyout- 


ward 


_— 
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ward performance. of the -du 3 
keeps thy thoughts-of buſineſle | 
] from coming. to maturity, and» 
the thoughts of worldly things: - 
keep thy prayers from doing thee 
any good, ſothat they ſpoil one 
another ; 1 mean, of thoſe wan- 
dering thoughts thatwe let lie in 
our duties;for thoſe that ace reſ> 
ſted, and retnoved, and mourned 
for, -do ſomwhat hinder;but not 
# putrifie the duty ; for as the 
Wiſe man faith, That dead fizes 
cauſe the oyntment of the  Apother- 
cary to ſend forth a ſtinking ſa: 
voar ; if one takes: out a fly..as 
ſoon as it is come into it,ſo much 
of the oyntment that ſticks about 
the fly is loſt, but the reſt remains 
- ſweet and pure, as it, was before; 
ſo wandering thoughts ſpoyle 
ſomerhing of our prayers. x 
though they be reſiſted-and. 
remo- 
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removed, they make a little hole - 


;n our prayer, by taking up that 
+ _ voy have = 

*'dupwith betcer thoughts; buc 
they. continue, they eat up che 
fat of rhoſe factifices, and make 
the feet odours of our prayers 
noiſome. | Bat to-conclude this 
Caution; ' if we were but in any 
meaſure ſenſible of the Majeſty 
__ of hitm*co-whom, and che ne- 
cellity of thoſe things for which 
we pray, (toinſtance.in that du- 
va for they are our hfe, 'and' of 

neceſſity:: of having chem 
* from; God; we need' no orher 
 motives-to deterre-us from per- 
fundory performances. 

2. Cant. Secondly, Take heed 
of. worldly company, for who- 
" foever delights in chat, will find 
that lie never-' comes ont of it 

but worſe then he — 
| or 


CT” on Ss 
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* '# for when one goes - into fuch '# 
| — among whom there is 

' 1 nothing ſpoken of God, of Chriſt, 
or of the Spirit-of the Wor® of 
God, andof fpiriruaM experiens 
? ces, where there is no fpirirualf 
; dutyperformed ; except-one be 
| cctng carefull to ſequeſter 


| ones mind from their diſcourſes, 
and: keepe a NricQ communion 
{ with God itt the fecrers of our 
hearts, our graces, if they' were 
ſtrong, would grow weak; ati 
our corruptions, though t 
were weak,” would grow 'ftre 
and that ſpintual —— 
which” you have got by many 
prayers, you will find will be 
loſt in a little time ſpent in ſuck 
coapeny, excepe their "diſcour-- 
es be as dry breſts' unto you, 
_ as CM: fhech and Kedar were 
unto David; they muſt _ 


--- or charity, 


” 92 .ADirefloryto 


be a grief or ſin unto them, ExX- 
cept in ſoine caſes, as in caſe of 
buſineſle, ny particular calling, 
thou comet as a 
Phyſician, either of their bodies 


or of their ſouls,then thounoton-' ' 
ly mayſt, but oughteſt rocome- _ | 


unto themzin ſuch caſes,our Savi- 
pa did frequently eat with Pub- 


hcans.and ſinners, npt-out'of any 


loye he,had totheir worldly con- 
verſation,but to their converſion; 
and this muſt be taken as a rule, 
He that knows not how to be a- 
lone, knows. not. how to+be in. 
company with,profit. | 
3 Cant. Thirdly, Take heed of 

idleneſs; ;for as the Wiſe manſays, 
Seeſt thou one w/e in his own eyes, 
there 1s more hope of. a foolethen of 
bizs.. For to make-ſucha man 
wiſe, there aretwo things to be 
done. ; 

| Firſt, 


(Friftian PerfeFion. 9% 
(- Firſt, You muſt bring him to 
f | that, that he may know himſelf 
» | to be ignorant, and then you muſt 
* | teach him wiſdom;wheras he that 
* | is ignotantand knows himſelf to 
© be fo, 'needs only the laſt; ſo he 
_.F chat isinany honeſt employment, 
$ Satan hath two works to do to 

make him fin. 

Firſt, - He: muſt-gert "him" to 
leave off-what hE&'is' doing; and 
then perfwade him' to 'the © evill 
that' he tempts -him'to * as'a 
bowle that is running muſt be 
firſt \ſopped;''before' it | ea "be 

made to-'run'/the conttary* way; 
whereas the bowle charts ſill 
may without ſtopping "Ve caſt 
what way' one pleaſes':  a-bitd. 
thatis flying'onecan hatdly rake' 
anyaime a; ! as $He mayar--chat” 
which {its ftil;(6 $atatveatinor'1e 
vell his temptations ſo at a'buſie,” _ 
8 4 


» 
*.*% 
«LY "4 Dot 
OE” + . 


25 21 an jdlemen: i ſhall} 


not proſecute this common place 


of idleneſſe, buc my main de- | 


ligne is to give you caution 3- 
gainſt ſpiricuah ' idlenefle 3 for 


that,which is not taken notice e- | 
naugh. of, that is not. avoidied & 


nor, mourned for enough, is that 
we think that we are not idle, 
if, we aze bufied 1n- worldly im- 


ployments, if -we are felling of 


wares. in our ſhops, ar- ziding 
of 2 journey, orbufied in ſome 


ſuch, imployment of our parti- 
6 baba 5. The manthreſheth 
and plowes, all day, and thinks 
oy from id lenefle ; buc 
know, that if our 
choughr = not. i edupom 
ſpirituall chings when they-may, 
it is the worſt idleneſs of ail and 
FF very few worldly buſineſſes there 

__—_— 

., tinu 


all Ycinuall intentions of our thoughts 
ce £ upon them ;- fort is rather \ Out 
le» © lave of the world that fixeth our 
2- & thoughts upon worldly macters 
or | while we are jmployed about 
> | them,.chen becauſe they might 
d & nat be done without halfe that 
e Þ intention of. mind : doubcleſle; 
, | there aremany diſſeminate Tacun, 
- | in allimpleymencs of the world, 
which might and Qught-ro be-fil+ 
ted up wah fpircuall-thoughes; 
' and as it 4s | with Rees, though 
they gather honey from 2 
flower, leave-t as fragrant 
-_ as freſh as my foun _ 
we gathering 2nd mixing ſpi- 
rituall choughts with and from 
aur warldly bufineſle, we hin» . 
der it; not. at all; for as a vellel 
thats fultof ſand will hold:al- 
moſt as. muck water as. if «here 
wete.ne ſand in it; ſo-when we | 
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are full of imployments, we may 
hold achoufand holy thoughts ; 


> — ahdas-a ſhip can hardly be 
- - fo fild with cheſts or other {a- 


© ding:, but there will beſo ma- 
corners unfild up, where- 
it Diamonds: of fuch great va- 
lue- might - be put in, that 
they would be more worth then 
all -rhe fading of che Ship';z ſo 
thoſe thoughts of God and 
ritual! things: which we mi he 
have in. the midſt of our 0- 
ther employments, may. be 
of 'farre - your value. then 
th 
Mqanhly, Take heed: of per- 
fanQory and careleſs reſiſting of 
temptations; -butwhatthou doſt 
inthat particular,as' uy joe" 
things,*do iewich all thy: mi 


- forts think and weakly tore be 


> againſt-fin, 'will not hinder, bur 
# © 40 aggra- 


a ww. tt 28+: > > . ca oo a ..4t& ac aGs Ivy ia oo» was qo toi wh, ow» mae 2 
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ir is one of the Divels- policich” 
| to let a man alone to thinkE 
. & ſeverall Morives, and make foie 
- | faint reſolutions againſt any Un, 
when hee ſees that hee hath 
faſt enough ; for he knows, the 
| the more Motives and'Reſoluti- 
| F ons wee'ſin againſt, the more 
| wee are hardened, and GOD 
| is provoked: And as it" is with 


will willingly let fo-m 
their enemies in, as they 


ran, when hee ſees that the MG -, 
tives and Reſolutions that en- 
= into the ſoul ate too weil; 
tp 4 _— _ "20 
enter ; 00; yen 
mance of d 
ting of ewes het wn + 
dangerous, 'if-the laterb 
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we overcome no {piricuall 


= .LL12 Take heed of making 
others. fin, either by ſcandall, 
oxr/beipg 4 tempration to them 
example or provocation; it 
5-4-£aqd way, when one hath 
to (fel with a paſſionate man, 


99k 9nely, 0, prepare ., our 
ſolves for the. Combate by 


256: and. reſolutions and kee- 

a ſtrong gyard upon our 

0 we. may not. be 0- 
a, how- 


.Or..in deed.-; but to rake 
{pecjalcareand to uſe all means 
to-keep him from paſſion; fox 
gs wreeched joycbat Qui 


thinking thers to be 
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uallgood ,, and by the 


are. ſubjeR to.take. in_the 
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Chriſtian PerfeBon. 


_— very alomers 'when we 
very meek;there is a ſecret des 
light ke the heart is prone-te 
3 | take; burir proceeds 'from 2 de 
ſperace pride in'us;-who'defire th 
| | have our excellencies made mani- 
| feſt, chough: with the difſhonour 
| | 6f God and damnation of our 
brother-; but there's a reatdeal 
of hel iti it; and charity rejoycerh 
| notin iltr Corcry,} cf 

| 6. Cant- Take heeb of Nady 


ing high ſpeeulstive points what 


ſoever ; for when our't 
are exceedingly iheent- i 
mg out ryachs, —" 


none is mn ' the” Hearth': 


| mar 6 heare hed" ee view 


| devecion ; for! generably 
a preat deal of Coty "a 


» foil to out innoeetiey, tothuve © 
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-  pridein ſuch ſtudies, for: com- 
”-  - monly we deſire to be accour 
, ted knowing men, in ſearching 
* - gnto whys. and hows of Godsf| * 
- mworksand truths.;..as why God 
> made the'tree of knowledg -of 
- Sood andevill, and how ther 
can be three perſons, and bur 
one God: therefore * winger 
| n-prayer, wW it 
be us reading of humane © 
divine things, and take ſpeciz 
care that che love of God go not 
-- » QUut,nor grow cold in you. Tha 
which I have heard of one, is 
_ $904 practice, that whatſoey 
” Hook he was reading, every leaft 
=” - that he turned over he would 
> - Jook what was become of hi 
+ heart, amd of God, and would 
”.- net begintill he had ſeac up ſome 
”- - .prayers.to-the Lord for dire- 
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dsff © 1. eAdv. Firſt, Concerning - 
ddJ writing, - many ' wayes - thow _= 


off art ''to _— that torthy ad- 
ref van i 
uth * Fir | Write down bo thoſe | . 
2 f ritual ages out of Sermons, 
it books dike Ss 'wherin thou” 
or haſt found moſt reliſh aud ſpirs- 
ally ruall profit. | oy 
Secondly, Keep aRegiſterof --- 
all che mercies thar God hath be« 
ſtowed upon thee, whether jibe; ” 
temporall or ſpiricual, but4 6 
w thy ſpiricuall . experiences , 
nd his manifeſtations of his lo 26 
if ever the terrors of the Almigh® w— 
> ry end Pr the —_—_— b - 
providence in fi Fs 
thee, and how,and when, and-in v7 
what manner he delivered: 
'F3 
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And fo for the diſcoveries of his 

* "ove, and concerning the mercies 
God - hath beſtowed upon thee, 
how, and whether; and when be 
anſwers-your prayers; as alſo all; 
the ſpecial] ways of Gods provi- 
dence to other ſpirituall perſons, 
wtemporalls or ſpiritnals-; and 
when thoy tindeſt thy hearc dull 
andicold-in-loye,, .: or-weak in 
--, faith, thele expe tiences of Gods 
W-. goodneſſe to oy ſclfe. and ©- 
> . thers , will be an excellent 
veg ns enflame —_ bs 1% 


Fs 


= , -Keepe | a Diurnal 
be. of Fog in reſpe& of the ſpi- 
| cry paſſages of every day. ; 


== whether Rae didſt 
* awake with-:£God;' or-whether 


ET rh had xhe firſt fruics 
thy thorghts, and how thou 


& proc ſpirituall duties, 


whe- 
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hether with reliſh,  fervency 4 
or delights, or otherwiſe; mark 
and fer down- when thy lieart 


he made any defaulc ,* incermittiny 

{Firs communion with Gbd;/ ane + + _ 
tall the ſevera}l fins that- tho - 
$,Fcanſt take notice of, that thow = 
d I traſt commirted that. day, and. | ©. 

1-8 what mercies thou haſh trees © > 
7 | ved;and when there is avy merey _ © 
$f that thob prayeſt for,ſome riiarks / 
= | ſhob!d beſet until} thotthaſt an - 

t } anſwer -of that prayer frot - 
rj God; 'and that day te Loc w-Y 

; | gives thee: that anſwer, w 
| reference from -that day" tothe 7 

-| day of praying for that mer- 


E, 2. Adv Secondly Chooſe ſons ©. 
| fpirituallfriend one or more; /t@/ 
! whom thou mayſt wholly unbe-? 
ſome thy ſelf in all ſpiritazl mat-! 
ters; but @ great deal of caution 
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© © -need tobe had in this particular, 
> be needtobeoneof a 1000,that Ck 
./'r pig : ons oy need - 
have a gr: at deal of Experinceſi ,” 
of. bis ſpiprual wiſedome, hu- by 
. mulity,and experience of the ways 
A he for OUDALD fs - 
+ Neg, though he underſtand ally - 
Er Re, nag and all knowledge, pl 
. tent guts of edificatian, yet if 
- be not an experienced Chriſtian, 
»u wilt lictle benefit either by 


"Ia ciety, or counſell; for when 
he ſpeaks of ſpirituall and ex 
= ximentall cruchs, and the diſ- 
=. "courſes of ſich truths are the 
==. very life of the communion of 
”” Saints; I ſay, that his difcour- 
tes concerning ſuch matters, be he 
never {p Frames, if bebe fa - 
perienced in them, will be with- 
» -outlifeor reliſh ; he will ſeldom 
IM ſpeak 
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qa of it, _ it, Wi 

much heavinefs thati 

cleerly pare Ly 

by,rote, aad 0 elight 
notin; and ny pi 

ritual, matters, 1t muſt needs be 

very imperfe, for thouſand > 

ſes may happen of. eh 

ſpeak 1, +BY - and 

other way to underſtand _thent; 

and lired thee, he will be at. a 


loſſe; as one that travels by 4 
Map, and. hath no. other way C 


oucds himſelfe,, he with & © 
with. many rurnings. & at pu 
him to a non-plus which way tt 
take; whereas he that hath red - > 
cexrelledthars is a .farr ſatee * 
; the; truth is,. we bi x: .' 
widg: of God Or. no 
ring knowledge of "ed by 
what rj AST}, ] Toc or 


op Bet ad in this particular, 


> pqapige oe hos need- 
a gx: at deal of Experince 
bo of. bis. =npenal miſedome, hu- 
"a . Mility,and experience of the ways 
# "of, God ; for be he never ſo 44.4 
5% | thoug h he underſtand all 
©: myſteri &-* all knowledge, 
4 he hath never ſuch excel- 

of ed ification, abba 
3 - "de nor an experienced Chriſtian, 


Kis ſociety, or counſell; for when 
of ſpirituall and ex 
4 mentall truths, and the dif- 
F FF. Sharks of ſich truths are the 
==. very life of the communion of 
Saints ;/ 1 ſay, that his diſcour- 
l Concerning ſuch matters, be he 
+ Hieyer ſo learned, if be be nor ex- 
3% petienced in them, will be with- 
E. . "par biſe or reliſh ; be willſeldom 
"Ih ſpeak 
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he / Wy it, it, wi 

mc heayinefs, that i 
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by,rote, ad dof chis f 
notin; and ebob fred pi- 
ritual, matters, it muſt needs Þ de * 


and lire thee, he will % at ; x 
loſſe; as one chat travels. 
Map, 3 and. hath no-other way, br 
guide ..himfelfe.,, _ he "1 ee 
with many rurnings, 
him to a non-plus hh We 
take; whereas he that hath 
reveled that way is a Farr 
ſs the; truth is, yo we. 
ledge of God 
"ws knowledge of hy. Dag oz 
what 1s eee To cot if 
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8 > thu wilt 
i ſit af nd _Thoofe 
he it fea wat rf was 
fea 1465 God.” 
nc my 2d we Nng6s above 
oriyatd, ahd Vhitis at experien- 
viſe Ah humble Chriftian', 
It pet 1'ortd” of | 
inverſe 'furh" ar |} 


ce wil diretthee;'in 1 
efſes hee will comfort 


Fre thou atr ipiticqally 
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le ant triage in 
ornate 6f holy "uties' 
dr ourfes of heavenly things, 
id the : I_/ of his love wil ſer 


E b,. 3: bh Thee þ gn 
aWy he haſt done 
"ay ; fo mart of _ 
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ked over his works :: ſurely " M 
hath no need. ed (examine Shit 
works, bur it is writ: fot our tho 4 
ſtruftion, and:Uaubelefſt thabes 7 
nefit and neceſlity of this'examiy: 
nation are very great. 26h * 


Firſt, We ſhould find out our | 
fins before they. come:to be tu- 
ttomary,when they are-biita 


old, and before they — C 
it. 2 


ken root in us; and © they 
eaſily be pulFd up, and by faith; 
repeatance, prayer, and refolnti» 
ons againſt them, we ſhajb eats 
ly. ger the victory over them,pand; 
through the help of God; whe 
makes us morethen coBquerouge 
itis very likely ,by the biedin 
God, if: Dawa had:not n 
Red: the , examining of Js 
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that day when he defiled 3 athvi 
faeba, newiautd: bave —_ 
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gI=a and he would 
{enh, ra fo farre'as to 

loud "and (the reſt 

ns abominations to his 'un- 
ieffe.-'and\ he would have 


I watered*:'h s couch with © his 


" teares, which he had defiled with 
adnkcery 


Fe he ſecomd advantage is chat 
we ſhall never lie 'in any. fin un- 
= ofz and there be many 
inconveniences (beſides 
bringing' it'ro a cuftome) that 
=757 on -our ſouls 
or'it deads ous 

prayers, -—=5 prod es love; hardens 
our heart, makes us that wecan- 
nor” come to God with that. 
y; with" that freedome -of 
{'& when one. hath done 


"one friend. an injury,” one-ts | 


"Joth to 
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_ "will be very caſe; w 
we ſhall not doe: CLE 
death, oronly yearly, it wopld 
de exceeding. difficult, and, al. 
moſtimpoſhible : as if ome Mer- - 
chant who had very great tra * 
ding, ſhould: ballaſt his accoyats 
of debts, receipts, .of disburdes 
ments,&c.but once in ſeven years; 
it would be an intolerable but - 
den; belides, many chings 
would. be —_—_ ; hens 
being done daily, | his acc 
are perfected with more eaſe;; 
"Th — : cn 
The fourth advantage is, t 
death thou ——_ 
= df comfort by takj 
ns =, 
uitnen 


wy" + -- 


ſn devonrts fry rence 
” agthes, thou haſt a- clear w 
NE nao beLons 
4 Any fins of th 
ee life; fer if fs ſhail' _ 
doſe thee and ſay, do*ft not thou 
. remember, chat fuch a year, and 
fuch 2 day, thou didſt commir 
fach aſm 2 thou mayeſt--anſwey 
him/and ſay, 'it is true, that ſuch 
a&day'1-did commit ſuch 2-1 n, 
but'then that very night Lmour- 
ned for it, and went not to bed 
before I" had: -my- pardon ſealed 
- withthe blou& &f Qhrift to: my 
4 _ 7 martin ck hall not 
Bp ble ts to 
-— - debt of which JODI Han 
- i wo ,- nor en mp 
5 <= cop Joo het ERes a": 


ks ' 
tron thou mayeſt :make- 4 os 
Conſider all the- ſeveralh wh 1, | 
of the day, and. tow thou haſt p 
ſpeae them); when: thou -didſÞ © 
heſt-: awake,” : what :drd ſt hour 2 
think of2 whenthou wert 
and thoughteſt notof rhy 
God thought on thee,. and chow 
wert fafe under the ſhadow: of 
his wins j: 3#ber Z A 
art wirk me,; (ayes Divide) 
not God: with David whan-be be 
was aſleep? yes ſacely; ' for his. 
beingwwich him when 'be was:44 
wake; ſhewed:thavihe wasthera 
before/''for it ixmer dai; aftheſd 
1 dw ak thaw comet ex me; ht. 
art "with", Wal, but whos 


are ohts when thou 4 
jou park. dizzond, andf £4 5 *4 
the Wort? poocke ſhale | 


difcover vt af vþ 
dy eli tink cer =S | | 
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xrthem to.come inco our cham-! 


Godis a ſtranger to thee, if thou 
 thinkeft not;of him,. nor; ſeek- 
eſt -him-on: thy bed:; then 
-  asthe Apoſtlefayes, If the, firſ 
pow ave boly, the whole lump ts 
fo generally, as thy ti 
hong are, fuch art thou. all 
aſter; in the morning 
thou faveſt, it will be. foule wea- 
©  - #ber, fayes our Saviour, for the 
ES ohie. 4 red awd lowring:; Jo we 
- mayfayot tbe day in, relpect, of 
if ' matters: ;. if thy, mpr+ 
-  gingthoughts be red .and low- 
*Y it-will be foule weather in 
F x ule'that day-::-and when 
readelt -over-; thy idiary, 
{ ſhalt :finde <that-'/rhoſe 


== when + that, thy wa 
morning thoughts' were-f "fa 


mikar © acquiintance, we f- 
ber before we [ate up : , ſurely, 


© Gr how often ſoever thy ſet timesWde 
” - are,haſt thou not omitred them ? 
, for I dare not diſcourage any one 

I obſerving ſe times, as if that 
could riot be don lawfully. Wel, 

how haſt thou prayed 3 haſt thou 
performed that'duty as a task, or 

&4 meatis'? haſt thou bound up 
Hevorion tofich 4 number 

df tithes 'of gvingto- God ? or 

-  huſtehou giveh'Gvd thoſe pray- 
.-- US 43 4 qgriipoſition,or a5 the rent 
- " "ofthe day, thatchou mayeſt do 
* .withrbereft; and ſpend the reſt 
*  Ivfadiry;/ as'thou 'pleaſeſt 2''Or 
T.. didirhou not much: rather per- 
+ form that duty of prayer-as an 
at of communion with God for 

the preſent; and as an help for 

| communion” with God / for the 
future? Diſt thou norby thy. 
i /, hen and deſire of the 
ob power aid ſtrength not-to 
depart 


wi 


by prayers ? | were-they faichs 
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full, fervens,..reverent,. bumble# -. I 


Whac recurns.of thy- prayers haſh 
thou had this day? Haſt thow 
endeavoured to bbtain tholg - 
mercies'- and graces that 
proger for 7 on m | 
$6: ptay for thoſe | 
chou-endeavoureſt thee thing -3 
thou mockeſt thy ſelf, to-endeas | E 
vour for thoſe things | thou prays E 
eſt not for. - For thy Medits« 
tian and reading the Word off 
God, how haſt thou we 
them 2 -What power: have: 
had upon thy heart this 
Haſt: thou been more-faichfw 
humble, charitable, &c-2* Wha 
reſolutions didſt thou- 
and how haſt thou op 


&e. wary. __—_ 
the Scriptures ind 
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feof the thing which are Fo 
| |, pokote erning Prayer, may be 
A 3: to 0 the alſo.: as, Didſt 
> thou meditate and read as a task, 
orasa means?/ andfo ofthe reſt. 
# , Concerning the' works of 'thy 
3s ular calling,” have pr rw 
3 ſtled row FT re ſn 
© generallcalling?- haſt chou. noe 
4% eceſſi ly: omitted--thy; ſer 
E times for ſpirituall-quties? © of 
+ haye not thy thoughts: been ta- 
- Ken up too much with them: ? 
haſt chou nor left off: thy com- 
-  fwioa with God * God may 
ith thee in thy ſhop as well 
-- 10 thy- Cloſer.  'Againe, if 
: b. FE act a tradeſman,. haſt thou 
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took advantage of the nece(- 
+ (Wy ofthe feller, and- bought too 
” Gheape, 9ndof the ignorance of 

-bdyer,, and fold-two dear? 
* baſt thou [not ſold thy. .con- 
ſcience 


Chriſtian 1 I 
ſcience with thy 'wares >” Com- +7 
cerning - thy recreations, have 7 
they not.been unlawfull recreati- 
ons in reſpe& of the kinde? haſt 
thou not made a ſport of ſin, ma- 
ng that . agon Tp which 
ſhould be thy grief” ? ny 
that thy delight, which ſhoul 
make a Chriſtian weep ? have 
not thy recreations. been unlaw- 
full in reſpeRt of time ?_ have 
they not been unſeaſonable'? 

thou not uſed recreati» > 
ons , when. thou ſhouldeſt haye 

ut. on ſackcloth, - nor being 

ble-of the aflictions' of Fo- = 
ſeph ?; or have nor thy tecred» 
tions taken uptoo mich tine F © > 
haſt thou nor made a voca-". ? 
tion of recreation-? [the belt 
way is. by prayer-and. by” free 2 
quent 'communion” with. God; - 


to attain to that ſpirituall frane 1 
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God as David fpeaks,' P ſalm 43. 
«4. to. make Got thy excee- 


i the whole: world be ruzned 
4g a: recreation; | and} thou 
' ſhaltinetd: no other; but chou 
ſhak hbe:2as thoſe that are/ in 
heaven ;-46/ ſhall be :vby ecornall 
duſipeſle and Dn to admire 


4 _ and praiſe God .: What have 
 thy-words been > thou muſt 


8 accolinr at the! laſt. day 
2 ngyy ry how = 
2 thow:' ſpoken + this- d 
"4 when,: and: with here 
© haſt; thau' '<{courled, and: what 
-, baththy diſcourſe been of > Have 
© ty/words- been to edification? 


.whas.'qhe © Apoſtle | 


- fays, Thab-we ma: av074 fool 


t- rele ghar 
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iT capnemient.; Halt thou not this » 
day. (landered, or ſpoken ill of 
thy neighbour ? if thou haſt, be- 
fides thy humbling. thy ſelfe bey . 
fore God ,;.and. asking. pardon 
of him, make ſome.recompenge _Þ 
to thy neighbour, and purupas * Þ 
many. prayers to God for himy' 
as thou haſt ſpoken evill words 
ef him, For chy rhoughts, whas 
have they heen? | Have.not vain 

| thoughts: lodged in, thee > The © 

I fountain of all f 
thoughts ; if thou 
clok to God YN 
follow, thy words. and thy cog} - * 
verſation will be ſpirituall, alſaz- = 
Haſt thqu not had a thouſand + =$ 
thoughts of God this day > -if -. 
thoy -haft agg, thou. baſt "0 


Jabor- which j5,45rgvocable +; 
hes of God the nes "2 
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A -*thy loſſe this day is not thereby 

>”. recovered; for thy having a 
thouſand thoughts of God this 
day, doth not hinder thee from 


ing bo thouſand thoughts next | i 
-Uay, . bur- rather further thee; 


| 


the more thoughts thou haſt of 
God, the -more thou. mayſt 
have; and for thy thoughts of 
_ God, -what have they been ? 
have - they been fervent- as 


well as. frequent > have thy 
thoughts of God been worthy 
of God?or have not thy thoughts 
of God been ſuch that ' thou 
ſhouldeſt have had of - the 
world, and thoughts of the 
world ſuch as thou ſhouldeſt Fj 
have had of God? © 
-- 4. eAdv. The fourth is Ji 
Medrtation, a duty of fo great: 
©. - concertument; ſo much -profic, 
- that nothiaog but experience 
k ut Can 
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can make one know the benefit 4 
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of it ; and the man of the great- 
teſt devotion, and of the heaven- 
lyeſt affections, that we read of 
in all che Bible, though indete 
for matter of revelations,” it mi 


others then of him, I mean Da-" 
vid, was exceedingly verſed in 
Meditation, and doth ſpeak very 
much of it concerning his own 
practiſe, and commending it to 
others : you know very well,thar 
he ſets it down as the only, or at 


leaſt the chief exerciſe of the bleſ-- 


ſed man, to meditate in the word 
of God day and night : he delights 
inthe word of God, and. there- 


fore meditates in itzand medirates 
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be, ſomething more is ſpoketi'oE/ 


init, and therfore delights in.itz* 


One that walks in a garden, ſees: 
| veet- 


the deauty,and may ſmel 
neſſe of the flowers growing 
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[4 : 
” ® 
s = «_ Fe af s : 
4 PRI 


” 122. ADweftory to 
; there; but it.is the Bee that ga- 
thers honey out of them : to read 
and ſtudy the Scriptures, hath a Jall 
great dea] of ſweetneſle in it, bur fre 
© itis meditating onthe Scriptures Ito | 
Lava brings the ſweeteſt and la- Jſho 
_ benefit : the end of ſtu- fthi 
dy is knowledge; but the end of 
meditation is alſo holy affeci- 
on and practice. Now that 
which I adviſe and dire& in this/ 
particular, is, to know how to 
read and meditate on the holy 
Scriptures to our greateſt ſpirt- 
all comfort and advantage :/$vri 
and there are many Adviſes to/Þ: 
this purpole. ; 
Firſt, Take the Bible, open it, 
and read it with the ſame atten- 
tion, reverence, and refolution ta. for 
follow-it,, as if Chriſt living oo Fine 
the earth.cither by reaſon of ficks;J& 
». neſle, or ſomeather occaſion, not 
5M : | being "I 


Chriftian "rf Fon. 139 "I 
{being able co go to him thy ſelf - - 
thou ſhouldſt ſend ſome Toevi. %” 
all friend with thy humble” de. 7 
"Ifires co Chriſt, to a@viſe thee-what - », 7 
ty: beleeve and do, and' Chriſt -* @ 
ſhould ſend a Letrer to thee by** © 
that friend. How exceedingly” 
{wouldſt rhou: prize that Lerrer? I 

how wouldeſt thou rejoyce and 
| Jlong to. read it > how ſtricly _* 
/Fwmouldeſt thou obſerve every fy 

ble > Goe, take the Bible, o- 
pen it, and do likewiſe. © Wee 
Ado not read that ever Chriſt 

orit any thing with his own" 
Mt: ad , fave that which he wrote 
pon the ground, ?ohny $.-and: 
#hat that was wee know not. 
dd what might be the rea 
Jon 2 might nor one, if not the 
/ Finefeſt reaſon be, leſt we ſhould: 
Jdolize. that place of Scripture, 
as deſpiſe the reſt in i 
2 2 on _, 


= 124 - A Direfbory to 
% Ffonof that: it is not the hand 
but the ſpirit of Chriſt chat giveſſi 
authority to Scripture : we have 
ſtrange opinions of the bodihſſli 
preſence of Chriſt; we think, had 
welived in his dayes, we would 
have gone to him, and acknow 
ledged our (ins, and craved par 
don and direction, and ſcarce 
doubt but we ſhould have obtai 
ned both : but we conſider nc 
we have as neer and as certain 
way to obtain them now as ther 
nay,we havethe ſame way asthe 
had; forit was their faith th: 
made them whole, and by fait! 
we may be made fo too in reſpe6 
-”, offpiritual diſeaſes. So,ifan A 
| bring a _— from 
ven to'us, how would we ot 
ſerve and follow it ? The Scrip- 
tureſhould be of as great powet 
and authority with. us, as that 


Chriſtian PerfeFion. 128. | E” 
. . Y | 
08 Meſfage,and indeed more ; forif -- 3 


Aſage ſhould contradi any thing ..; 
lyJin che Scripture , the Scripture :. 
a(Wmuſt be beleeved before it. But 
1dJof this more largely in the fifth 
wi Conſideration. 

F Secondly, Read every verſe in 
the Bible with this confiderati- 
Yor, that the holy Spirit of God, 
when hee inſpired the Apoſtle, 
Prophet, or other Pen-men of 
the holy Scriptures to write that 
place, did particularly intend 
thy good in it ; for wee muſt 
W not conceive that the wes 1 
cl was written for their good on- 
ly who lived in thoſe times 
g when thoſe ſeverall Books were 
publiſhed ; but to. all ages, for 
every particular man that ſhould 


J ons. The Scripture it ſelf: is 
G 3 plain: '..5 


rafjr were poſſible that ſuch a Meſs » 7 


ff live in thoſe ſeverall generati- '_? 


"3X." 


> CE 
oP, : 


"plain in this particular ; Rom.ry, 
4 For whatſoever things wen 
wretten afore time, were Written 
for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the Scrips 
tures might have hope, Deut- 29, 
29. The ſecrer things belong aunty 
the Lord our God, but theſe thing! 
Which are revealed belong unto us, 
and to our children for ever, that 
Wewcy do all the words of the Law, 

Nay, we read of a particular 


; promiſe made to a particular per- 


ſon upon a ſpeciall occaſion; if 
any, part of Scripture were 
not to extend to every particular 
perſon that ſhould live whil- the 
world laſts, one would think it 
ſhould be that; yet even that ve- 


- ry promiſe the Apoſtle brings, e- 
-  venthar,as a promiſe particularly 
fo. be applied to every Chriſtian : 


compare but theſe places, Heb. 
13-5. 
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13.5. Zeb. 1.5, The 
like a well made Picture 


upon every one in urtioght, {6 : *4 


dire&ly,as if it looked upon none 
elſe : we generally read the 

tures as we hear Sermons, Wit 
out a particular and perſonall a 
plication of them; ifa 8 
Miniſter ſhould come home - 
any one of our houſes, and rake 
one aſide, and cell one privately 
and feelingly, you proteſſe your = 


felves Chriſtians, bur there is lit- 


tle or nothing of Chriſtianity ap- 
pears ift your lives, you live not 
25 becomes the Goſpel of. Jeſus 
Chriſt ; it would ſtartle us ; we 
hear che ſame in the Pulpit, "and 


we let it paſſe as a thing not cont». 2 


cerning us: if one ſhould come 


from an houſe of uncleanenefle, © 
and hear a voice from Heaven, ©? 
laying, Whoremongers and adul=. 
4. rare 
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-gerers God will judge, it-woul( 

ſtrike terrour into that mans 

heart; . he reads the fame words 

inthe Scripture, and they are a 
dead letter to him. 

"Thirdly, Read the Scrip- 
xare to a right end for which it 
was written,. not for cuſtome, 
orthat you might beable to diſ- 

= courſe, and becauſe you ate- a» 
=» ſhamed tobe ignorant of thoſe 
things which you conceive every 
= Chriſtian ſhould know, and ha- 
ving an occaſion divers times in 
company to talk of ſuch matters, 
then you would be loth to be able 
to-ſay nothing; but conſider what 
-- end the Scripture was writ for, 
+ R9.15.4 Rev.3.10.1Per.2.2. 2T im. 
£..3.16. and many other places, ſet 
Zthem down : our knowledge, 
= our affeRionss, and our lives 
are . quite out of frame, and 
. | thou 
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thou muſt go to he Scrip= - 
tures there to finde =. 
ons 'to cure theſe diſtempers= © 
and in a word, that thou mayiſt 3 
be able to know, admire, love, - 4 
fear, truſt, and ſerve God more 
then thou doeſt; thou ſhould 
never read any part of the, word ? 
of God, without a particular in» N 
tention to advantage = ſelfe ini;; 
theſe particulars by thy reading. . 

Fourthly, Thou "2 humbly 
and earneſtly pray to the Lord 
to give thee his Spirit to under- 
ſtand what thou readeſt inhis* 
Word ; take heed of going with * : 
thine own humane ſpirit, and it 
the ſtrength of thy learning, t& * 
ſearch out the deep things: of | 
God ; g0 to the ſhallowes of the 
workes , which wee call the «> 
works of Nature, and thowlhy | 
ſhale finde that thou art not "I 

G 5 | ble 
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” - ble co fathomechem; the winde 
# thou heareſt the ſound thereof, 
butknowelſt not whence it comes, 
nor whither it goes; and how 
canſt chou preſume to underſtand 
the great myſteries of God, 
which the Angels themſelves de- 
fire to look into, without the 
help of the Spirit of God which 
reacheth wiſdome ſecretly ? let 
thy deſires be fervent, for the 
eng written in the Word of 
are thy life ; deſire the 
Lord to give thee a powerfull, 
fpiricualt ,* and experimentall 
E knowledge of the truths that 
” thou ſhaltread. 
Fifthly, Promiſe to the Lord 
-  thatif he will butreveal to thee 
+ his will, thou wik do.it, and 0- 
T dey himin it, whether it be good 
|; Sor evill per.42.6., whether it be 
{ hoaing or Gipleating to thine 


own 
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own will: we do notuſe to telf  * 
any one- 4 receipt to cure adi. 

i he is fick of, if we knowhe 
is reſolved not to take it; nor-d6 
thou ſatisfie thy ſelfe with a neu»* 
tralicy, to finde thy ſelfe neither 
reſolved to follow, nor not 'to 
follow what thou. ſhalt under- 
ſtand: it is an hard ching when 
one whom God hath loved 46 
much, ſhall give no other return 
of all his goodnefle- but this, 7 
that he doth nor finde his heart | 3 
to hate and rebell againſt him2 
many people do little becter chem 
uſe the Scripture as a charme, 
they think by reading ſo - many” -- 
Chapters a day, they ſhall be ca» ® 
red of all ſpirituall diſeaſes: ha#? 
they not as good think, that by*3 
hanging ſome Chapters or two® 
about their neck, they ſhall be*? 
cared of ſome corporall — 


Is 
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= cure the: gout, and he fhould 
+ * readit over every day twice or 


© thrice, and think thereby to be} tl 
- »cuted, though he never took || u 
what was preſcribed; ſoit is with | Þ 
' him that thinks the bare reading | © 
of the Word of God will do him || t 

any good without being, belee- 
ving, and doing accordingly. | 
Sixthly, When thou art thus | t 


prepared, read that place which 
thou intendeſt to meditate of, 
and conſider what the true mean- 
 ingoftheplace is, to thy under- 
ſanding thereof before thou 
> didfſt crave the aſſiſtance of the * 
& Spirit of God; but if the place * 
be knotry and bard to be un- 
_ derſtood, paſſe it by, -for ſuch 
L Places: are not proper places of 
"meditation, but of ſtudy; thou: 
Emuſc chooſe thoſe places of 
'B | SCIip- 


Scripture as are fit for the afﬀfeRti- * 
onate,not the ſpeculative part of 
Divinity, fuch as may more affe& 
the heart, chen buſie the braine to 
underſtand it; and thou muſt not 
be curious to raiſe nice obſervati- 
ons from the words, buttake thoſe 
truths that lie open in the Text. 
Firſt, Becauſe thoſe truths that 
lie hidden in one place 6f Scrip- 
ture, are obvious in another. 
Secondly, Becauſe when the 
braine is much imployed., the 
heart lyes dead without affe- 
tions. — 
Thirdly, Becauſe that time 
thou ſpendeſt in finding out curt- } 
Gus obſervations, may be farre '® 
more profitably ſpent in worn ” 
thy heart to holy affections and" 
reſolutions, fromſome other truth”: 
that will preſently occur from the? 


words. 
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” 134 ADietoryto 
-”- - Laſtly, It ſhewes that there is 
not ſo great ſpiritual! hunger af. 
ter-righteouſneſs as there ſhould 
be ; for hungry men do not uſe 
to ſtand and pick bones, when 
they have meat enough to eat. 
Seventhly, When thou haſt 
- raiſed any obſervation from the 
words, then thou art ro put one 

of theſe "three queſtions to th 
felfe ; Do Ithus ? Is it thus fe 
me? and, believe I thus? Oneor 
two, or all of theſe will _ 
to every Text ; ſome to all, and 
all ro ſome, as Luke 12.72. Fear 
” wot bittle flock, it s your Fathers 
: d wilt to give you the King- 
” 4ow: Do Ithus? that is, for the 
L  firſtbranch, Fear not ; do I fear ? 
£ Fhen; Is it thus with me ? am I 
- lietlein mine own eyes? am Ione 
of Chrift's flock? am I one of 
{that ſmall number that ſhall be 
ſaved > 
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Chriſtian Perfefhun. 135 
fved 2 Laſtly, Do I believe this,” 
that God will give the Kingdom 
of Heaven to ſuch? 

Eighthly, If thou doeſt find, 
that thou art, doeſc, or believeſe 
as the Word r won, give God 
the praiſe, hum acknowledg- 
ing that it is not t 4 doing at all, 
either that thou art, or doeſt, or 
believeſt what thou ſhouldeſt ; 
and if thou findeſt that chou 
prideſt thy ſelfe in ſtead of being  : 
thankfull, as if they were from 
thy ſelfe, or that by any of them _* 
35 thine a&t thou mayeſ be juſti» . 7 
hed, then doe but think in how 7 
many other things thou faileſt, 4 
and how even in theſe very Pans, 4 
calars, if thou confidereſt 
the meaſure ,manner,ground,an 
end, thou ſhalt find them all x 
be defective, and thy beſt rightey 
ouſneſle actongly þ to be ragge 
bur filthy too. ; Nint! * 


4 36 "A Direftory co 
- _” Ninthly, If thou findeſt that 
either it is not with thee, or that 
thou doſt not , or beleeveſt not 


as the Word requires,then, 
Firſt, Humble thy ſelf before 


help for the future. 
Secondly, Seriouſly conſider 
what is the reaſon (if it be that 
thou beleeveſt not)why thou art 
not eſtabliſhed in that truth: ſay 
to thy ſelf, O my ſoul, God can 
neither be deceived, nor deceive, 
- and that this is his word that we 
-- now read and meditate on, is 
# morecertain then any reaſon that 
E. can poſſibly be brought againſt 
it; conſider that generally the 
> howes and- whyes of Gods 
, truths and works are the things 
that ſtumble us; as, how can there 
tbe three perſons and yet but one 
God ? and, why ſhould God 
C | hate 
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the Lord, and deſire pardon and 
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'J Chriſtian PerfeFton. 13 
hat Þ hate E/as, and love 7acob? in.” 7 
at I thoſe caſes ſay to thy ſelfe,: that 3 
ot {| for the whys and howes of Gods 
word and truths, it is curioſity 
re | and pride to enquire of them, 
d | except God does reveal - them, 
and we ought to mortifie our- 
r ye of knowing them : as that 
* | of our Saviour takes place inthis 
caſe; Bleſſed are they-that beleeve 
and ſee not. 

Thirdly, Think with thy ſelf, _- 2 
if thou canſt remember any 0» ©” 
ther place or places that con». = 

firms the truth that thou doubys. - © 
of. | 


Fourthly, Know that. that _ 7 
which thou art mainly to enquite- 
of, - is of the meaning .ot the” 

Word of God, not of the truth 5 
of it ; for we are ſeriouſly to-/» 
conſider, whether ſuch a place? 
holds forth ſuch a point, not (itz 
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3 treflory fo 
png be the plaine-mea- 

y Text) whether it be 
| _—_ or no, if it be a thing that 
thou doeſt not which thou 
ſhould do, or doeſt which-thou 
ſhouldſt not do ; then ſeriouſly 
conſider what are the reaſons and 
Gon of thy diſobedience, and 
ſhalt find them to be either 

the pleaſure, profit, or honour 
voce, and fay, alas, O 
my ſoul, can we be ſo deceived 


> Juch as by experience we have 
| . known ww vanities, and by 
Faith 'much more ? Shall we 
+ teave.an Heaven of joys,the God 
- of mercies? ſhall we leave Chriſt, 
# . Who hath fo loved us, that he 
© left all; even the boſome of his 
+ Father, and cmptied himſelf of 


wich our miſery ? ſhall we leave 
y all 
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2s to be put off with vanities, 


| all his glory, and filled himſelfe - 
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all theſe for theſe, vanities which © 
we muſt leave, and will leave us? 
Conſider the impediments that 2 
hinder thee from doing Thy du» - * 
ty ; conſider the temptations and ® .. 
occaſions of thy fin; confider. ? 
the means and motives to _ = 
it : remove the impedi 

voyd the occaſions ; uſe the 
means ; and think of the mos» 
tives to do that which the Lord © 
commandeth : but chow muſt >: 
neicher think to find outtheſe,” 7 
nor to uſe the means, or av w 
the occaſions, &c. . vithour im. 2 
ploring humbly and earne 2 ® 
GireQion and affiſtance the 2 
Spirit of God, to aſſiſt and: di 
reathee in the premiſes ; for 
you muſt know, that you muſt' : 
find out and uſe fpirituall Mos 
tives, or elſe thy very avoyds 

ing of ſin is fin, when it is ag 
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E- upon. carnall grounds or finfull }| kee 
- Motives. do 
A Tenthly, When thou haſt fi- | der 
* niſhed allthy Meditations, m3 
4-* Firſt, Thou art to entreat || ta 
” the Lord, that hee would work | in 
© all theſe truths upon thy heart, || th 
* and faſten them as > nail'ina | tr 
| fure place, that his Word may | d 
+ not be a dry breſt unto thee, 

» Nor thou a barren wilderneſſe }} \ 
”— Unto it. | 
, Secondly, Thou art to-bleſſe || « 
-* God for any fſpirituall frameof || | 
E-heart that is either wrought or 
"diſcovered in thee by. this Exer- 
- - © Laſtly, Chufe ſome-ſpeciall 
+ truth or point (in which thou are 
& Either moſt defeRive, or where- 
pinthou haſt found moſt reliſh, 
which thou haſt moſt occaſion 
eo make uſe of that day) and 
Whe.. 2 keep 
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keepit by thee to think of; and - 5 
do as thoſe that walk in a gar-" * 
den of fragrant flowers, if one 
may have leave, generally hee * 
takes ſome along with him, to #® 
ſmell to the reſt of the day :' do 
thou binde up ſome ſpiritual. 
truths out of thy Meditation, and 
do likewiſe, | 
Laſt Adv. The laſt great Ad-"*3 
vice, and that which muſt ſerve* '% 
for an Antidote, leſt all the other *® 
Cautions and Advices being ob- 
ſerved, they ſhould be turned in-" 
to poyſon to us, is,that we ſhould "3 
often meditate,and never beſatiſ- 
fied in our ſouls, until we come to 2 
acleerGoſpel experimentalknow- 
ledg of Chriſt, without which in»,"- 
deed, we are not worthy of the* 4 
name of Chriſtians ; for are wee * 
not call'd Chriſtians from the ve=? 
- ry name?And doubtles,if we have; 
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” nota right knowledg of Chriſt, 
weſhall make up a Chriſt to our 
_ ſelves of our prayers, and fa- 


- Rings, and almes, and repen- 
= tance; and woe be to that. 


foul that at the laſt day ſhall 
bave nothing to truſt to but his 
- races and duties, which will ac- 
* cuſe him in ſtead of pleading his 
-- cabſe: andtwothings eſpecially 
we ſhould endeavour to know 
of Chriſt ; firſt, the excellency of 
. the perſon and myſteries of 
- Chriſt. Secondly, the love of 
- Chiiſt. 
= Firſt, For the excellency of his 
perſon, though to ſay he was both 
and man, is indeed to in- 
E clode all ; - yet ſome few things 1 
: | ſhall ak co manifeſt this point. 
- Firft, That all his people do re- 
£cive from him grace for grace; 
obs 1. 16. Now if we conſider ; 
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the vaſt emptineſle and fpiritu» 
all wants of the people of God, 
we muſt needs conclude that 
he muſt be an Ocean of excellen- 
cy that muſt continually ſupply 
them. 

Secondly, (For I ſhall be y 
brief, - ſetting down rather hea 
of Meditation,then Sermon-wiſe, 
to dilate upon rhem) Conſider 
the dignity of his —— 
they did fatisfie the Juſkee :of 
God, and that could not be fatif- 
fed without ſomthing of infinite 
ale ; nor could it have bee 
done by him fave only by reaſon 
of the dignity of his perſon. 

Thirdly,Confider how he ſuffe- 
red ; though the pains he ſuffe- 
red were exceeding”great-,” yet” 


all of his love of, and confidence 


m1, o by 
4 - k $A » A. > Pi , 
s : "» S. «, Ws by v C Oo - Ss M4} 
- & TT "2. " M0 : 6 _ IL fs "__ [<4 
l % Re "3% 2 £ » ; & 


was it without- any abatementat! - 
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Juſtice of God by his paſſive 6- 
bedience, in ſuffering the penal 
ty of the Law; he alſo: ſatisfied 
and fulfilled the righteouſneſs of 
the Law, by his ative obedience, 
which was a wonderfull thing, 


that in the midſt of all his agony | 


and all his Fathers anger, while 
be was laying upon him the pu- 


niſhment of the iniquiry of us | 


-- all; and ſpared him not, that e- 


=. yen then there ſhould be no a- 


batement at all of his confidence 
in, and love of his Father, but 


that he ſhould love him and truſt Ji 


in him 'as much as at any other 


> -- time; for had there been any a- 


batement, and had he not loved 


| © Godthen with all his ſoul, with 


F All his. mi he, and with all his 
1 h and the ſame may be 

- ſaid of his truſting in God) his 
| rings 
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poi pever have fa- JP 
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tisfied for ſinne, - but themſelves : | Y 
| __ ſrood in need'of forgives 7 
neſle. = 


| | | 
| © Fourthly, Conſider that _ I 


of our Saviour, Fohn 14 
He that hath ſeen me, hath ſe ſo 
| the Fatber : the ſpeech of P 
| is as if he ſhould ſay; Wee a : 
| deed ſee a great deal of holineſle' Fe 
| and wiſdom in thy words and 
FaQions, but would we could ſee +7 
{the Father ; ſurely there would + 
Idea world of holineſſe'and wits 
dom. in his words and | 
ifhewould have lived am Y 
men as thou Lord haſc- done; 
ſurely then jr had ſufficed;: Now! 
our Sdviours' anſwer is' as1Rht 
ſhould : fay to Philip, If the 
Father +. himſelfe- had- raken 
humane nature, and lived"a» -7 
poogh men, he woulda 
joke one word more; or —_ 


H 


C 
« ? 5 


A DirtEory'to 
wiſe, -not:done one aRion-moj 
or” otherwiſe then 1 have | dong 
"he would not , nay.could 'ng 

have - ſpoke, of done © more 
wiſely then I have done ; & 
be that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen m 
Farber. 

--;Fiftbly, Canfider that thok 

who liave had the greateſt  an( 
higheſt revelations of divine 
things, have alwayes had tt 
higheſt eſteem of and have-moſ 
magrified:Chrift, | Saint;P # 
rapt.into the third. heaven;4s 
fawandheard things _— 
was neither poſſible, nor la 
tobe uttered; yet no man (pea 
igher things ef Chriſt ther he 
dedefrer 0k knownothing but fo 
Jo Chriſt, and bim crucified 
accounts al{ other knowledg t 
* Alroſſc:and meaty. ſuc 


> ae ogs and of 
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Yriſtian PevfeBbion uy > 
\eprobates may have ; nay, one "4 
Kep further, the very Angels 4a 
beaven;though they. have the be» 2: 
atthcallvaton, yet notwithſtam- 
ding they defire to look inta?the 
great myſteries of the Goſpel; x 
Pet.1.12. Therefore never think 
thar thou haſt attained to-any 


{] meaftire of Chriſtian knowledge 
$ defore thou feeſt an-excetieacyan |. 


Chriſt, and an heighth and depth 


i 4n the.my ſteries of the -Golpel ; 


which-if.chou ſhalt nor-:do, tay 
within thy felf, it -is- ſo: evident 


4 chat: nothing is more in the: wand 
s of God, that Chriſt is ithe-end 


1: 


h 


i of all che ceremoniall Laws, :and 
& all the Propheſies of the old Te- 


ſtament;. that all the Prophets, 
nay-all the Angels give wanels.; 


and the Apoſtle cleerly fays;that -.- 
there ts mo coutroverfie of this mat. - 


ih p] ter of the greatneſle of Ga 


6. 


H. 2 = 


1 "there is no knowledg 
| - not-:fo profitable, but- not (o 


F 


KY 4 Divo on 
and therefore that ] 


fois, 2 them, it certainly 
| Prvceeds/from- my- ignorance of || 


them ; forif it proceeded from 
knowledge, withouc doudt the 
Apoſtles that had IR 


| then 1; andthe Angels which ha 


more:knowledg then the Apo- 
ſiles, would never have deſired 
ro-have known more of them : 

And after thou haſt wrought this 
apon.thy heart, and arr fully 
conyinced of the truth of i it, that 


fweer, nor fo excellent as this 


-- then humbly beſeech the Lord 
$ "that.he would ſhew unto thee, 


teaching chee Y his Spirit the 
--deepthings of God, and that be 


would not only do it to informe F 


br: 'and enlighcen thy underſtandin 


in,” but -to-inamour thy will * 


the 
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the-beauties of the m yſteries'6 


Chriſt : we ſtand is = 


- gazing upon hamane knoy 
which is but like a poor glow- .. 


worme compared to the Sun'of - - 


righteouſneſſe ; bur alas poge 
thing, * it hath neither light nor 
heat, compared tothe traths*of 


the Goſpel: and we-muſt look. : 
upon Chriſt as the only: _—_ 2 


and finiſher: of our faith, "and 
juſtifier of aur perſons z thou 


we do all that hath been mentios 

ned, yet we muſt not ſo much - 

as make our. doings, or Neg 

ry the leaſt ingredient 'in our © 
I 


ty. 


theation ': and: as/;Sof 
ar concerning our wiſdomk 


we muſt do in the matter 


lineſſe; Leane not-to thine own 
- dome, ith Solamon ;_ note 


Lo 
AM 


not rely upon it; but: lean on Þ 


we muſt not: partly truſt” in. 
H 3 our / 


PW 


: 
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of more of Chrid, | hea s 
t ſome ſtately Palace/where'we - 
ive appointed rg meer. ne. 
deer friend whom wee love with * 
our whole ſoul,” chongh we have. 2 
never: ſo. much entertaininent © 
- | there when we come; yerif wee -* 
| | neither ſee, nor enjoy the comp 
, | patiy of our ſo exceedingly*los 
ved and deſired ffiend ; wee'ras Þþ 
ther weep then rejoyce; notwighs - 
ſtanding the feaſts and build 3 
ings which-wee taſte and'ſe0t 
Prayer, hearing the Wor 
Lords Supper, are ſtately 
nances and rich Feaſts /; yet if 
we meet not Chriſt-there,- 7 
are but dry breſtsand barren 
derneffes to a ſoul that loves 
Chriſt. B 
Seconedly,Nowt main thing 
that indels » cing, foul fron” _ 
coming unto C - that By 


of oF 


” vv. > 


32 A Direftory to. 
by Ko A 


| fer: tothis point therefore by 
 thebleſſing of God 1 ſhall ſpeak 
” morelargely, and as cleerly as 
* the Lord ſhall inable me ; this 
- therefore- may be ſaid' to that 
point: Art thou not ſatished ofthe 
loye and willingneſle of Chriſt 
toreceive thee? What can Chriſt 
WT 5 or do_ more then he | bath 
done? ſuppoſe Chriſt from Hea. 
.yen'ſhould bid thee write downe 
... whar: expreſſions ſoever thou 
- wouldeſt or couldeſt i invent, and 
js, would call all the Saints in the 
3 whole world, and all the An- 
| fie in heaven, and bid you con- 
TeoSRder, and write down the 
eſt, fulleſt, cleereſt, and lar- 
expreſſions of love, and he 

; :* wil ſerhis hand and ſeal to them, 
| would that ſatisfie? ſurely, God 


and 


| Ye clectly ſatisfied of Chriſt 
) reani, willingneſle to receive 


: 
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and Chriſt have done more; fot - > 

the Holy Ghoſt comes not ſhort 
of the  expreflions of 'love of 
whatſoever the Angels in heaven 
could invent, thou haſt his hand 
and fealeto them-in his Word; 
thou.wouldeſt be a,looſerif thow 
ſhouldeſt make another draught 
of love for Chriſt to ſer” his 
hand to,and take that in ſtead of 
the expreſſions of love which, he- 
bath already ratified and confir- 

med by his Word, ' his Oath, = 
his Seal, chat thou migheſt have _ -: 

ſtrong conſolation: Suppoſe that, _ > 
thou ſhouldeſt ſearch the whole 
world to find out the fondeſt, los * 
vingeſt and tendereſt parent in ®; 
the world, and when thou haſt * 
found her,thou ſhouldeſt obſerve ' 
with what love, care,and bowels © 
of affection ſhe carried her ſelfe * 
towards her- little _ Infant, how * 


my 


ſhe 7 - a 
Fg... 
A 
© 


54 4 Direftory to. 

© hee breaks her fleep, and even 
; heovery heartwhen her child is 
fick, and never complains of her 
pains and cofts,” and never thinks 
ſhe cando ot fuffer enough for 
the licrle (Infant; now -if thou 
ſhale ſay wirhin  chy- ſelf; -O 
tharÞE-was lire that God loved 
me asmuch as this woman loves 


her child :/ well, would-char fa. 


 tishe Þ: thett be ſatisfied, God 
toves thee more :* 1/a. 49: 15. 
Can a wornun forget her ſucking 
tbitd, that free wonld not have 
compaſſion on the ſon of her womb ? 
fea they may forget,. yet will not 


B . F£ forget thee +. the Lord doth not 


fay, can women ? but-a woman, 
ary woman: fad out that wo- 
man which thou ſappoſeſt is the 
moſt unſkely to forget her child, 
yer God is more unhkely to for- 

_” gerthee; nay itis more poſſible 


that | 


7 


| Chriftion Perfefbion. #590 
that allthe women ofthe world 


+0 SMwww = > OO » 


ſhould forget cheir children;then 
God; for though the queſtion 
de put in the ſingular number; 
Can a wiman ? yet the anſwer 
is in the plurall, nor Ge may but 
they may, they all may. ' Furthet 
again 3; Suppoſe thou” wert at 
the folemnizing of a marriage of 


the lovingeſt couple in the whole 


world, and ſhouldeſt- obſerve 
with how much joy and love the 
Bridegroom carried himſelfe to- 
ward the Bride; even in the midſt 
and height of all his nuptialt ſo- 
lemnities ; wouldſt thou not 'be 


God did not only love thee with 
that tender love of compaſſion 
with which the lovingeſt mothe? 
in the world loves her Infant;but 
with that love of complacenecie 


ſfarisfied if thou didſt know that: 


2 
* 
© a 


which the Bridegroom beareth 
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equall to their eſpouſals? then be | 
fatisfied, for God doth ſo; 1/a. } 


62.5-And as a Bridegroome rejoy- 
eerh over his Bride, ſo ſhall thy 
God rejoyce over thee: Nay ſurely; 
I-may ſay, that the holicſt Saint 
1n the whole world, when by 


the cleareſt diſcoveries of Gods } 
love unto him; his heart is moſt | 


enflamed ; nay further, thatthe 
higheſt 'Angell-in Heaven doth 


* - not love God ſo much, as God 
Joves the pooreſt and meaneſt 
Saint mm: the whole world ;- for | 


God /o loved the world, it is fuch 


© @fc, thatthere is no fiext for it, 
2 Rot That of the Angels unto him; 
mothing can expreſle it to the ful, 
Ave onely-the greatneſs of the 
gift which hee out. of his love 


' "gave £0,--and for his pleople, 


TELE even 
> ” 
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' Chriflian Perfeflion. 5YY 
even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. "0. 


; Toconclude, Do but conſider 
Ghar Chriſt. hath done, and if 7 
thou arc fully ſatisfied of chat, 


thou canſt have no cauſe to have 
the leaſt doubt of his willingneſle 
to do whatſoever more is to be 
done for thee ; forthat which'is 
to be done is 'nothi in com- 


pariſon of that which he hath =? 
already done for thoſe that are + 
his. 


Firſt, Nothing: in reſpe of | 
exceilency, for the Apoſtle brings 
that in, He will mach more = 


6 all things : alſo for G 


give thee Chriſt, is much: ni N. 
then co give thee Heaven : -as\ &. } 


- give thee Heaven is much! more 


then to give thee all remporall- a 
bleſſings, Afar. 6.33. If onechas > 
ought thee 10000 pounds; 


have payed chee nine choked 


| ADiveRtory to 


3 228 ; Bb Nd ninety nine, he k 


F- wouldeſt no whit doubt, but he 


- will pay thee the reſidue, eſpeci- | 


allyit it ſtood-upon the forfeiture 
'of his credit ; how miuch more 
ſhalr-chou aſſure thy ſelf of Gods 
doing for thee whatſoever is' be- 
hind, Gnce he bath already done 
ſomuch! 
Secondly, The great mater 
- of difficulty is over; indeed it 
coſt Chriſt dear, and God the 
Father dear to redeem thee; God 
ared not hisown Son yi. Chriſt 
d-not his bloud,nor r bis life; 
- be ſuffered hunger, cold, and na- 
*  kedneſſe,and' reproach, the pain- 
' fulland ſhamefull death of: the 
-* Croſs to redeemthee; bur he lives 
& Meiever ro make interceſſion: for 
© thee ;- be needs not riſe off from 
by hone, nor put off his robes 
a: gory to carry on the _— 
* +4208 er 


"Chriſtian Perfeftion. 3p 
i Þ der of thy work of ſalvation; he” 
firs aftheright hand of. God+-1g=* 
make-interceflion for thee ; The 
'Lord. {aid unto my Lord, fit rhow ©: 
on my right hand until I make thy 
enemies thy footſtool. 
Thirdly, The great matter of +} 
wonder, is over alſo: That.a great 
and mighty Monarch ſhould 7 
mirry a poor wretched and 'dif- % 
eaſed woman, isa thingof great 
wonder ; but its not fo great a + 
wonder that having married | 
ſhould make her partakers of | 
the glory and riches of his' King». 
" dome; nay indeed, it was a wont 7 
der if he ſhould not. That Chriſt 2 
who is the Lord -of glory ſhould... 
marry a poor ſinful foul is a woos 
der ; but having married the, 
that he ſhould ſandifie thee, that? 
he ſhould preſent thee glorious,” 
without ſpot or blemiſh, AY any: 
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